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“A people who have not the pride to record 
their history will not long have the vir- 
tues to make history worth recording; and 
no people who are indifferent to their past 
need hope to make their future great.” 
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Pre face 


This little book deals mainly with the Enterprise, 
Shinnston, and Bingamon sections of Harrison County, 
West Virginia. My forebears were among the first set- 
tlers, and I grew up listening to stories and tales about 
men and women who lived long before I was born. My 
Grandmother Sandy, who stayed with us (or rather we 
stayed with her), talked often of days gone-by, and even 
as a small child I was an attentive and ardent listener. 
She died when I was twelve, but by that time I had mas- 
tered enough learning so that I was able to digest books 
treating of pioneer families and to search through old 
records telling of them. 

In addition to my grandmother, there were many 
people who in one way or another gave me information 
relating to the past. Many of these fine persons are now 
gone: Nettie Bartlett Cooper, W. Guy Tetrick, Mrs. Fred 


og 


‘A. Martin, Mrs. Hattie Shackelford, Miss Jo Martin, 


Mrs. Jessie Sturm Hess, Howard and Mabel Cunning- 
ham, Miss Ella Shinn, Mrs. Maggie Glover Davis, John 
Stiles, Finn Ashcraft, Mrs. Eura Anderson McelIntire, 
Muta Swiger, Mrs. Frank Hess, and so on. 

{ am also indebted to: Mrs. C. C. Hinkle, the Hon. 
Harvey W. Harmer, Mrs. Rose Randall Higinbotham, 
Miss Helen M. Martin, Mrs. Elizabeth Fortney Tetrick, 
R. A. Stealey, Mrs. Esther Lowe Hoffman, Emma and 
Frank Burnett, Mrs. Charles Harmer, Miss Lora Row- 
and, Mrs. Mae Sandy Tichenor, Mrs. Nicie Pigott, Mrs. 
Nora Sandy Martin, Mrs. Mabel Martin Leonard, Mrs. 
Ida Glover Martin, Howard L. Sandy, Mrs. John F. 
Templeton, Ellis Sandy, Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Martin, 
Chester Martin, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Jett, Miss Drusilla 
Martin, Julian Matheny, my parents, and numerous 
others. 

JACK SANDY ANDERSON 
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Early History of Shinnston 


(On October 29th, 30th, and dist of 1952 Shinnston 
celebrated the centennial of its 1852 charter from Old 
Virginia. A committee was appointed to write a brief 
summary of what it considered the salient points of the 
town’s history. This committee was composed of Blanche 
Shinn Martin, John L. Finlayson, Guy Hardesty, Harvey 
W. Harmer, Robert M. Moran, and myself. The fruits 
of our combined endeavor were published in a little book- 
let sold during the celebration festivities and later ap- 


_ peared in the local high school’s yearbook, The Spartan.) 


Three Shinn brothers—Levi, Clement, and Jonathan 
—came across the Mountains in 1775 and took up large 
tracts of land on which Shinnsiton is now located. They 
built a cabin on what is now Mahlon Sireet, not far from 
the residence of Mrs. Esther Lowe Hoffman. Several 
years later Jonathan built a log house near this early 


~*~ cabin. However, the Shinns did not make a permanent 


settlement until 1778 when they brought their families 


- and established their homes. The large log house Levi 
i-~ built in that year is still standing and is located on 

_~ Route-19 near the Masonic Cemetery. In about 1787 
* Levi built a grist mill near the mouth of Shinn’s Run. 


This mill naturally became a center around which others 
settled and built homes. The land lying between the mill 
and the house of Jonathan Shinn was thought suitable 


for a town, and Levi and Samuel Shinn, who owned this 


land, sought to have a town chartered. On January 22, 


_»» » 1818, the General Assembly of Virginia granted them a. 
- charter with John Righter, David Wamsley, Samuel 
_ Shinn, John D. Lucas, Benjamin Patton, Joseph Wilson, 
< and Jeremiah Robey as trustees. The town was then laid 
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EARLY HISTORY OF SHIN 
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off into lots, and the first four were sold on June 14, 

1819, with John Maulsby, Robert Mason, Moses Shinn, 

Jr., and David Earl as the purchasers. 
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- '. “OLD STONE MANSION” 
The late Nettie Bartlett Cooper in foreground. 
The oldest house still standing in Shinnston proper 
- was built in 1802 by Elder Levi Shinn, son of Jonathan, 
_ \, and is on lower Walnut Street. In 1811 the “Old Stone 


_. Mansion” was built by Aaron Shinn and his young bride. 

{ They carried the stone from the river in leather aprons. 

In 1814 Asa Shinn, who later became famous in the 

world of religion, built a house on Walnut Street. This 

early house is also still standing and is now known as the 

Arthur Vassar house. Another’famous old home is the 
Shinn-Monroe house, built in’$852 by Seth Shinn. 

‘Levi Shinn opened the first»store in 1810. The first 

school was taught by Asa Shinn in 1818, and the first 


? ae 
ft 


a ae Te 
G VOTEY VIBE W saorer YOAAT 


OF saul no bles oisw igot dadt ait bas atol otal’ 
Tanda a9e0dh oan Inston , yale sé nfol, diiw Oat 
| Aigesdy use ¢ odd 28 ised hivedd pany “ 


re 
¥ 


i Poe 


i ; i a 
-bituetysiel O 19 qQ009 Melts site. ek oot | a 


isqog solemside ob gnibasis ilite seged desbio’s 
ralisael tower vei ived “tobi sgl S81. ai aliud 
anos DIO? onda TEGT WL Jose tema 
_ Sbitd gauoy gid hire ect nol veh: ‘i 
BOIS toflissl ai yevire 60} meat on a 
oo) 1 sugemst ompwd cade ody... 
aiT .Ju932 junieW ao sound adhe ais 
oti x srvordl won at baw: ane els 
‘ont ei sited blo augmel tsddon& carted: 
de Med yd. Scat py po nba soma 
wit out 0181 pi swoiewirth oft b 


a 4 


6 RAMBLINGS ee 


* free school was taught by William B. Wilkin‘:on in 1865. 
Shinnston’s first church organization, and Harrison 
County’s first M.E. Church organization, was effected 
in the home of Jonathan Shinn in 1800. The first church 
building was erected in 1835 and was known as the 
Union Church. It was used by all denominations and 

~ was located on the site of the present Anderson Garage. 
The second church was built in 1852 by the Methodist 
Protestants and was situated on the NW corner of 
Charles Street and the railroad . In 1854 the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was built on upper Bridge Street. 
(In 1898 the M.P. and in 1912 the M.E. denominations 
erected their present church buildings.) In 1906 the 
Christian Church was built, and in 1916 the present 
Baptist Church was erected. In 1923 the Catholic Church 
was built, but a new one is now under construction. 

The town grew and prospered, and in 1852, a cen- 
tury ago, it became incorporated with Solomon 8. Flem- 
ing as the first mayor. However, during the era of the 
Civil War this charter was allowed to lapse—forty men 
out of a population of 200 having gone to war. A new 
charter was secured from West Virginia in 1877 with 
‘Levi Shinn, grandson of Elder Levi, as mayor. Shinnston 
then had a population of 400; Clarksburg 2500; and 
Harrison County 20,000. The present city charter was 
obtained in 1915. 

| During the period of the town’s first charter there 
were several tradesmen and businessmen who contrib- 
uted toward the progress of the town. The first tannery 

_ was built by George Kirkpatrick and was later operated 

_ by John B. Lowe, Rezin K. Shinn, and William P. Hall, 
father of Granville D. Hall. -William and F. A. Stoey 

also had an early tannery which was located a little 
distance up Shinn’s Run. There were two wagon shops— 

EN one on Main Street owned by B. Tyson Harmer, who was 
also a funeral director. The other was owned by Mr. 
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Helmes and was on Walnut Street. William Kno.s iad 
a saddler’s shop on Main Street near the pottery. The 
first pottery, which began operation in about 1860, was 
owned by Knox and Haught, then by Wm. Haught and 
Sons, then by John L. Haught and Co., then by Wilkinson 
and Fleming, and last by A. Conrad. It was abandoned 
in 1892. The clay used was found near the Masonic 
Cemetery. The pottery enjoyed a good success, and the 
ware was widely distributed. 

Early ferries were owned by Eugenius Clarke and 
Justis Jarrett. The town’s early doctors were Jesse 
Flowers, Jacob H. Fortney, and E. Strickler. Granville 
D. and Van B. Hall had the first drug store. Dr. Peter 
Davis also had an apothecary shop, located on Main 
Street.- One of the town’s most noted spots was the Red 
Lyon Tavern, immortalized in Granville D. Hall’s 
Daughter of the Elm as the Blue Boar. Jacob Long first 
kept this famed inn. Another early tavern was the Busy 
Bee, kept by David M. Shinn in 1861. The first post 
office was established on Sept. 18, 1819, and Levi Shinn 
was the first postmaster. Ed Ebert was an early post- 
master as well as the town’s hatter. The first band was 
organized during the 1850’s by Capt. Stoey and was 
sponsored by Solomon 8. Fleming. Some of its members 
were Levi Shinn, Capt. and F. A. Stoey, Van Hall, Wil- 
liam Knox, Jack Janes, D. E. Foreman, and W. H. 
Fleming. During the Civil War this band enlisted in 
the Federal Army. M. C. Jarrett organized the second 

band in 1877. 
The first bridge to span the West Fork was built in 
1876 and was quite a novelty. People came from miles 
around to see it. It was washed away in the great flood 
of 1888. The present old iron bridge was erected in 
1889. The new concrete bridge was opened for traffic 
on Feb. 6, 1930. The town’s first boardwalk was built 
in 1878 and extended along the west side of Pike Street 
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from Walnut to Bridge Streets. Benjamin Anderson, Sr. 
put down the first paved road in 1902. In 1886 oil lamps 
were installed for street lights; in 1899 gas jets were in- 
stalled, obtaining natural gas from a well on Cunning- 
ham’s Run; and in 1914 Walls Brothers installed elec- 


tricity. 


The railroad train made its appearance on August 
1, 1890, and the streetcar in 1906. Two of the town’s 


~ early hack-drivers were Mike Bock and John Anderson. 


Short’s Opera House was the first theater, and Arthur 
Vassar operated the first movie show in 1905. 
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Two Pioneer Letters 


On Nov. 24, 1899, Mrs. Emily Martin’s letter was 
printed in the Shinnston News. It gave an interesting 
account of the pioneer days of Shinnston. Henry Bigler, 
who had gone West long ago, saw it and then wrote some 
of his own recollections which he sent in to the News 
for publication. His appeared in the issue of Dec. 15. 


MRS. MARTIN’S LETTER 


Pine Bluff—Editor, the Shinnston News: Having 
been requested by some of my friends to write my earliest 
recollections of the first.settlers of Shinnston, I will try 
to give you a brief history of them. 

Sixty-eight years ago Shinnston’s first settlers were 
composed of about six families, all of whom were Shinns. 
I believe I can give the names of them all: Levi, Joseph, 
Job, Aaron, Clement and his son Seth—from these the 
little village derived its name. 

I think I can give their occupations: Levi was a shoe- 


maker and a minister; Clement and Seth were millers. 


and cattle merchants; Joseph was our schoolteacher ; Job 
was constable; and Uncle Aaron was a stone-mason. He 
built the stone house that is now occupied by his nephew, 
Luther Shinn. It is said that he carried most of the 
stone from the river in a leather apron. 
Moses Shinn, my father, was among the first settlers. 
He lived in a little cabin near the river where Allison 
Robinson’ now lives. I remember three or four other 
families: Eugenius Clark, who kept the ferry for many 
years, was a wheelwright; a man by the name of William 
Black kept hotel; the house still stands there yet but 
has been remodeled. It is now called the Delbridge house. 
Sophia, David Wamsley’s colored woman, was the first 
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tation on a beautiful Sabbath morning. In the middle of 
the circle sat a very old man by the name of Peter Fort- 
ney, dressed in white pantaloons, barefooted, and about 
half asleep. All at once he aroused and threw one leg 
across the other. Irom his pocket slipped a very larg 
roasted potato. The floor was sloping, and it rolled 
through the open space to the back part of the house, 
creating such a laugh that the speaker was compelled 
to close the services. 

I was much pleased to hear through the News of 


‘Henry Bigler, one of my schoolmates many years ago. 


I wonder if he remembers a little girl by the name of 
Emily Shinn and also her brothers Silas and Elisha. We 


-ali attended the same schoo! in an old log hut at the 


mouth of Cunningham’s Run. Our teacher’s name was 
Burnet Row. | 

Well do I remerhber the greased paper windows and 
the old horse mill just across the run grinding the meal 
to make mush for our suppers. My father had a mill to 
grind wheat. Ofter the water was too low to grind—it 
was then either horse mill or hand mill. We children 
thought there was no greater treat than to go to Uncle 
Solomon Shinn’s whose house stood opposite the Shinn- 
ston Masonic and Odd Fellows Cemetery. The house 
has been but recently torn down. Uncle had a very large 
family, and we children would often have to turn the 
hand mill until midnight to make bread to last till Mon- 
day morning. 

It brings feelings of joy and sadness to pass the place 
where I spent many happy hours of my childhood. Uncle 
Solomon was my father’s brother and was so very re- 
ligious that he thought it a sin to wear clothing colored 
different from the flax that grew or the wool from the 


_ sheep’s back. These days of pomp and pride, to see a 


person dressed as he did in winter with his long white 
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hunting shirt and white linsey pants, would think they 
had come in contact with a ghost. My grandfather, Levi 
Shinn, built, lived, and died in the old log house which 
still stands just across the road from W. H. Fleming’s. 
He and his two brothers and their children owned all of 
the land in and around Shinnston. The old log house 
which still stands in West Shinnston, opposite H. L. 
Cunningham’s, was owned and occupied many years by 
his grandson, Moses Shinn. Many who now are living 
will remember him as being a great hunter and fisher. 
I was much pleased with B. F. Martin’s earliest memory 
of Shinnston, but my recollections extend many years 
back of his, as I am nearly eighty years of age. 
7 Editors and readers of the Shinnston News, this is 
the last I ever expect to write for any paper, this being 
the first I have written for publication for fifteen years. 
Yours very truly, 


EMILY MARTIN 
MR. BIGLER’S LETTER 


St. George, Utah 
. Dec. 4, 1899 
Editor, Shinnston News: 


I have read with pieasure the early history of Shinns- 
~ ton by Mrs. Emily Martin. I can go a little farther back 
as I am now in the 85th year of my age. Uncle William 
Harvey, who was my mother’s brother and afterward 
moved to Illinois, lived in the house that afterward was 
occupied by Billy Black, as he was usually called. He 
was a tailor by trade and kept the post office. The post- 
age on a letter was 25 cents in that day. 

There were several families by the name of Shinn. 
‘Some of them were chair makers and also manufactured 
spinning-wheels. In that day the women carded, spun, 
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wove, and made their own clothing. My mother died in 
1827 and Rev. Levi Shinn preached her funeral. He 
belonged to what we then called Newlights. They be- 
lieved in baptism by immersion. I remember Jacob and 
Peter Fortney—they were gunsmiths and lived across 
the river opposite the town. The place formerly belonged 
to a man by the name of Jesse Pigott who got tired of 
life and cut his throat. I remember that there was a 
Job Shinn, and he married a Miss Jane Duncan. He was 
a saddler by trade. I well remember Solomon Shinn, a 
very religious man, but he liked to hunt deer in the proper 
season, and I have often seen him going home with loads 
of venison on his pack horse. He was a great exhorter at 
meetings. To what church he belonged, I do not remem- 
ber. His hunting grounds were mostly on the head 
waters of Tenmile. I remember the hunting shirt; it was 
richly fringed, belted around the waist, and came down 
nearly to the knees. In the bosom were carried a piece 
of johnny cake and a jerk of venison for lunch. 

I remember the hand mill and tin grater to make 
meal for mush before the corn got too hard, and the hom- 
iny block and sifter made of dressed sheep skin. 

; HENRY W. BIGLER 

Emily Martin was twice married: first, to Seth M. 
Sandy (1819-1844), son of William and Rhoda (Shinn) 
Sandy; second, to Benjamin Martin (1808-1873), son of 
Charles and Mary (Nay) Martin. Emuily’s oldest child, 
Moses A. Sandy, was my great-grandfather. Henry W. 
Bigler was a grandson of Jacob Bigler (1752-1829), the 
Revolutionary soldier buried at Enterprise. He and Peter 
B. Righter were cousins, for Peter B.’s mother had been 
a Bigler. I have seen interesting letters Henry wrote to 
Peter B. in which he gave further recollections of pio- 
neer days and more or less detailed information about 
early families, especially those to whom he himself was 
connected. 


a | CAATTAS AISHMOIMN OWT 


at hgih ree wih sanidtols itwe sient shen bas vow 
oH. [sian one hedoserty nnide tral val bag be 5 @ 
gt T ang) lwo belles neds ov tsdw ot Bagnafed 
bis Coos vodmgmes T notersrim yd metiqed mt bevel 
s2qos bevi hires angioma nia Sew yolk yontiet | ee 
bounated virion ried a6.Kk f ot twot se} ofleog gqo Tavi't 9 
Jo basil Joy ofw Hogit sesh 26 sma oft vd mans oF 
& enw Sito} Ise tecdmigmnon I nods eid tuo bee Stl: 
exw 4 neonr@eonsl ceil sbiesivismoed bas eile dot ’ 
8 Mid? asia isdrisiiat [oer lebexd yd-aglbbse go " it thon 
foqore ers 1 ‘teeb tomd-omhedtt od-dud. mame auotpilen (iev ~ aa RR 
ai M diiw omod goiog tnid 19d sotto aved | bets , 
tottonye testy & asw oH seed ogg aid no nobiney to 
“£1 1840 si jon ob T begnoled ad dowsds Jedw at 
i 9d) co Yeon sda abavore gntndd: Bt med 
asw ri dride yotinsd oct vedapemerd Sine? se bile 
if woh §M189 it daisw od male bailed .bogaitt yldoix 


gp’ 


sosiq & beivigs saaw mood $q4 al .as ant ois ot yiisont 
teal 10T nOzinSY to vines 3 bi 18, 9NR9 Yendog to. yo ihe 


sxsmt 03 1i6ty md doe Mi Wee oft aodmomien.d © > 

ion edt bas bted 009 jog aig 9 fl) gtoted Sewat 40% Lge. 
ine qaene bezesth to. obs frit vottha bas doold. xnt 
Wish .W ysnab 


Wi WI9G oF tent} ; - berrenn saius} enos KieeoX hho 
bate oboN ben sconsyt Lo gos AdEBE-OY at) gsene, 


VW woe (Bret. ROSY) nit, atone dio od bwcose when’. 
At hy restolo Spl iD (oe) y: ol bite soba) 
“Ho goot Bieta ih aaa sme BOS bros A aszolh | 
oft 108 OX-EETT) ssipla doovol, i0 HOC DID & aires ‘solr 
199 brn sii, aks Wan tH hoi vid veiblos yronethsloyeA 
an bai sedtont 2.8 “ste wel sctange caesar tags ka 
OT atoeor piso setts! Suissa #383 Won | oly Ris 
‘we 10 astoltosllosay voilhist sung ot doitus eB els 
isody soltnsrolt Holinteh seal <o stom bas agnd “wese ae 


an Vossti , vA rv dhus of saad Wisiseqes saris WO a a bie 


' | oe ahi ) 
A J vies ers! Sy 


Shinnston in the 1870’s 


by HARVEY W. HARMER 


My father’s home in Shinnston, where I was born in 
1865, was on Main Street on lot No. 22. The town as 
I first remember it had four stores. They were kept 
by 5. 8. Fleming, B. A. Reeder, Jesse V. Martin, and 
William P. Hall. Mr. Hall was the father of Granville 
Davisson Hall, author of The Daughter of the Eli, and 
his store was in the brick building still standing at the 
corner cf Pike and Walnut Streets. Albert Shore and 
Jaccb Crim had blacksmith shops on Pike Street, one 
opposite the other, and James P. Stout had one between 
Charles Street and the mill. He had stoeks in which he 
shod oxen. Samuel O. Shinn had a shoe shop in the 
building in which George Riffee now resides, and B. F. 
Saint had one in the little building still standing at the 
corner of Bridge Street and Harmer Alley. Alex Ogden 
had one where the M. P. Church now stands. In addi- 
tion to having a shoe shop, he also had the post office, 
and he was an herb doctor and occasionally killed a beef 


 __-and sold fresh meat. 


There were two churches, the Methodist and the 
Methodist Protestant. A schoolhouse or town hall, which 
was later turned and moved to the street line, is now 
occupied by Simon’s Store. A drug-store kept by Dr. 
Peter Davis was on the corner of Pike and Main. Wil- 
liam Haught and Sons had a pottery on Main Street just 
below the present residence of S. B. Davis. William Knox 
had a saddler’s shop just below it. B. T. Harmer had 
a wagon shop and made coffins just below the present 
home of C. L. Watkins. On the opposite side Alpheus 
_ W. Shinn had a tailor’s shop and squire’s office, and 
| eid) 
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the Mormons or Latter Day Saints held their church 
services in his home, next house below. 

“Uncle Ed” Ebert made hats. His shop was on Main 
Street about where the railroad now is. ‘‘Bud” Nay kept 
the Red Lyon Hotel on the corner of Pike and Main, 
and B. A. Reeder had one opposite Fleming’s Store. 
John Nay owned and operated the grist mill on the river 
below town. Rolly Jackson had charge of the saw and 
grist mill on Shinn’s Run, and Bart Clark had a steam 
saw and planing mill on the river bank between Main 
and Walnut. 

The tanning yards of William P. Hall were on the 
lots behind his store, and those of Capt. William Stoey 
were up Shinn’s Run. They had both been closed down, 
but the buildings and vats remained for several years 
and afforded the boys of the town fine places to play, 
provided they did not fall into an open vat full of dirty 
water. 

The following were the residents of the town with 
their street locations, beginning at the foot of each street 
and running to the hill: 

Charles Street, north side: James J ie in the old 
stone house; William H. Coffman; “Grandma” McGee; 
and Washington Jackson. 

Main Street, south side: Levi C. Shinn; William H. 
Fleming ; “Uncle Ed” Ebert; S. 8. Fleming: William 


Per Knox; James P. Stout; Granville “Bud” Nay (in the 


_ Red Lyon Hotel) ; Washington Everson; Rolly Jackson; 
B. T. Harmer; Samuel Davis, and in the same house a 
Mr. Mosier. On the north side: Samuel O. Shinn; “Lib” 
Crim; B. A. Reeder; Van B. Davis; Dr. Peter Davis; 
“Doctor” Alex Ogden; John Crim; Andrew Jones; ‘“Doc- 
tor” William D. Smith; Sarah Shore; and Alpheus W. 
Shinn. 

Walnut Street, south side: Mrs. Mary Clark; Mrs. 
Oliver Nay; Charity Wilkey; James Jones; Thomas Har- 
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bert; and William Haught. On the north side: Mrs. 
Vina Long; Almeda Wilkinson; Jesse V. Martin; Mrs. 
Sarah Jones; and Eli Coon. 

Bridge Street: Albert Shore and B. F. Saint. 

Pike Street, between Charles and Main: “Granny” 
Paugh; and just opposite, Mrs. Mariah Jones (the only 
colored family in town). Between Main and Walnut: 
William P. Hall; and just opposite, “Aunt Maggie” 
Martin. Between Walnut and Bridge Streets were the 
Jarretts. 

Walker Monroe—who married Martha Shinn, a 
daughter of Seth Shinn—lived in the brick house (her 
father’s home) south of the run. Her brothers George, 
Howard, and Albert Shinn lived with them. David M. 
Shinn lived on the hill east of town, and his brother 
Nelson lived in with his father-in-law, Thomas Harbert. 

John Nay lived down the river just above his mill. 
David Crossley lived on the opposite side of the river, and 
Dr. Jacob Fortney lived above him, just opposite Main 
Street. These were the residents of the town when I 
can first remember. | 


Mr. Harmer wrote this in 1940. 
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. Last Reunt ion 


About ae year 1900 a group of -really old timers 
met down on Bridge Street, Shinnston, at the home of 
Mrs. Lib Robey in what was undoubtedly destined to 
be their last earthly reunion. Within a few years most 
were called to the Great Beyond. I think the occasion 
was Mrs. Robey’s birthday; however, she is not in the 
picture. 


Front row, sitting, from left to right: Nancy Swiger; 


Mahala Shinn; Sarahanne Randall; Rebecca Burnett; 


Betty Golden (?); Emily Martin; Tabitha Adams; and 
Lydia Long. | 
Back row, standing, from left to right: Billy Rich- 


-. ardson (?); Margaret Harmer; Oak Randall; Betty 
' Haught; Billy Burnett; Molly Martin; Millie Randall; 


Nan Bice; and Frank Randall. 

Nancy Richardson Swiger (1823-1910) was the 
grandmother of Bonnie McIntire, Minnie Harmer, and 
Muta Swiger. In later years she resided in a little cot- 
tage on Rebecca Street, but earlier she and her husband, 
' Henry Swiger, lived on Coon’s Run where he was mur- 


_—dered in December of 1864 by a band of Southern 


guerrillas. Mahala Sturm Shinn (1822-1902) was the 


- wife of Jed Shinn. Sarahanne Hopkins Randall (1816- 
_ 1907) was the wife of “Colonel Billy” Randall of Helen’s 

_ Run; Oak Randall (1849-1924) was her son. Rebecca 
‘Burnett was the wife of Billy Burnett and the grand- 
'. mother of Frank Burnett of East Shinnston. Emily 
-* Shinn-Sandy Martin (1821-1908) was a granddaughter 
-of the Levi Shinn who built the log house near the 


Masonic Cemetery in 1778; her daughter, Sarah Esther, 


married Duke Randall—a brother to Frank, Millie, and | 


“Mrs. pobey- Tabitha Wood Adams was a daughter of | 
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Wilhaam and Rachelt Shinn) Weod. Lydia Barnes Long 
and her husband, John, lived at Enterprise in the old 
red brick house on the east side of the river. Later she 
came to Shinnston to live. Some of our older residents 
can remember having seen Aunt Lydia on her way to 
church, carrying a quaint pierced tin lantern that used 
a candle for its light. | 
Margaret Shepler Harmer (1828-1915) was the 
mother of Lloyd, Bill, Tice, Harvey, Charlie, Mollie 
(Dawson), and Lizzie (Rittenhouse!. She and her hus- 
band, Judge B. T. Harmer, came to Shinnston from Old 
Virginia in the 1850’s. The Harmer family has been 
one of the town’s leading families for over a hundred 
years. Betty Knox Haught was a sister to Uncle Bill 
Knox and was Henry Haught’s .grandmother. Molly 
Evans Martin (1886-1914) was the wife of Granville 
Martin; her daughter Laura married Ben. Lipscomb., 
Millie Randall made her home with her sister, Mrs. 


-* Robey. Nan Bock Bice (1853-1921) was the wife of 


Jake W. Bice. Jane Lucas and Hannah Nay were her 
sisters. Frank Randall was Mahala Shinn’s son-in-law, 
for he married her daughter, Sarah Caroline Shinn 
(1848-1930). There were six children in the Randall 
family: Lloyd, Carrie (Pigott), Charles, Claude, Rose 
_ (Higinbotham), and Luther. The last two are yet liv- 
_ing. Mrs. Higinbotham resides on Rebecca Street in 
Shinnston and through the years has shown a keen 
interest in genealogy and local history. She belongs to 
several ancestral-patriotic societies. Luther Randall 
lives in Fairmont. 
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Early Enterprise 


by Mrs. FRED A. MARTIN 
The village of Enterprise, settled in about 1773, 
Was among the first settlements made along the West 


Fork River. The first settlers were Charles and Elender 


” 
‘ 


McIntire and family who established a home near the. 
site of the brick house on the farm of Bud McIntire in 
west Enterprise. A large tract of land was held by what 
was known as corn rights. A settler marked the trees 
‘around a tract, cleared a small area, and planted corn, 
sometimes only a few hills--thereby establishing his 
right of title. | 
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Sometime later, date unknown, the McIntires were 
forced to leave their home for a while on account of the 
Indians who resented the presence of white men on what 
was an ideal location for one of their villages. When 
the family had first come to this location they found 
it already cleared, and many Indian implements dis- 

“covered in later years indicate the Indians had lived 
here long before the McIntires came. 

Charles McIntire was of Scotch-Irish descent and 
with others had occupied territory between the Quakers 
of Pennsylvania and the Catholics of Maryland. It was 
there the family returned and lived during the days of 

_ the Revolution. Charles acquired considerable property 
at this time which he, in some manner, converted into 
Continental money. This became practically worthless 
at the close of the war and left him financially ruined, 

' bringing about such worry that he became ill and died. 

Shortly before the end of the Revolution, probably 
around 1780, the Widow Elender and her family re- 
turned to Northwestern Virginia and took possession of 
the 400-acre tract which they had abandoned when the 
Indians had become so threatening. She and her sons 
built a blockhouse on a tract on the east side of the river 

‘in what is now the I.0.0.F. Cemetery. The family con- 
sisted of six sons—John, Samuel, Charles, James, Wil- 
liam, and Andrew—and one daughter, Sarah, who mar- 
ried Uriah Ashcraft. Sometime later William lived at 
the mouth of Simpson’s Creek. James reared a family 
where the first cabin had been built, near the brick 
house. He succeeded his brother Samuel in the home- 
place. Charles, Jr., married Hannah Hall, a daughter of 
John Hall, and inherited the land on which the old block- 
house stood. Andrew settled on Lambert’s Run. Sarah 
and her husband built their home on the ridge between 

’ the farms of Sally Heflin and Ozias Tetrick. It can still 
be located by the remains of an old stone chimney. 
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John, the eldest son, married Rachel Rose. They 
settled on a large tract reaching to what later became 
known as Nutter Ridge. Their home stood at the head 
of Nutter Run on a site near the present residence of 
Tom Lucas. John and Rachel were the parents of Joseph, 
Charles, Isaac, Elizabeth, and Zadoc. In May of 1791 
John and his wife were killed by the Indians in what is 
recorded as one of the last Indian depredations in this 
vicinity. In those days it was the custom to trade labor, 
and John and Rachel were returning to their home after 
having spent the day in Enterprise working for his 
brother who had previously given John a day of labor. 
‘They passed through the gap near the home of Will 
Matheny. Uriah Ashcraft lived just east of the present 
Matheny home and was aroused by the barking of his 
dog. He discovered that Indians were lurking nearby 
and became greatly alarmed when he learned that John 
and Rachel had just passed and were at the mercy of 
the savages. He attempted to shoot at the Indians, but 
his gun failed him. He then set up a loud yelling which 
attracted the attention of the brothers at the McIntire 
home, and they at once set out on the trail of he savages. 
Near he top of the hill the body of John was found, 
tomahawked and stripped. 


Supposing that Mrs. McIntire had been carried away, 
a party was formed by settlers at Clarksburg that fol- 
lowed the Indians to Middle Island Creek in Tyler 
County. Here they were fired upon in camp and 
wounded, as was shown by the blood by which they were 
‘tracked from their camp where a shot-pouch, four 
hatchets, and the woman’s scalp were found. On the 
return of the party the body of Mrs. McIntire was dis- 
covered near the site where that of her husband had been. 


Jacob Bigler, a soldier in the Revolution who had 
come from Pennsylvania, was plowing in his field when 
this massacre occurred. He left the plow in the hands 
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of his eleven-year-old daughter Sarah while he took his 
gun and joined the party which pursued the Indians. 
This daughter was born April 28, 1780, and lived to be 
a 100, having died July 7, 1880; she was the mother of 
Peter B. Righter and later in life married Cyrus Ross 
whom she had nursed at the breast when he was a baby. 
It has been noted in some histories that Samuel 
McIntire settled at the Old Indian Town in 1776. Mr. 
McWhorter, author of a recent book on Northwestern 
Virginia, states that old pension records show that Wil- 
liam Powers marched from Powers Fort on Simpson’s 
Creek to the mouth of Bingamon Creek where he sta- 
tioned his men “at the site of the Old Indian Town’— 
this being where Charles McIntire, father of Samuel, 
settled and where Samuel was living at that. time. 


The McIntires were sturdy Scotch-Irish people with 
the true pioneering spirit that had its fullest expression 


in blazing new trails, conquering new forests, and wres- 


tling a living from the wilderness. They lived largely 
by hunting and trapping until they extended their hold- 
ings far beyond Enterprise. They patiently waited for 
others to come and help organize those forces and con- 
ditions into the community that was later developed. 
The Census of 1784 shows those living in this area were 
the McIntires; Jacob Bigler, who lived on land now a 


‘part of the Harrison farm; Joseph Coon and son Conrad, 


who lived. at Coon’s Fort on the land later known as the 
Righter farm; and Enoch Jones, who probably resided 
somewhere on Coon’s Run. 

Early in the development of Enterprise a mill was 
constructed on Laurel Run, just below where the old 


~ ehurch was later built. The. run was so named due to 


the nearly impenetrable laurel thicket which grew along 
its banks. A little lower on the same run a second mill 
was erected and operated by some of the McIntires. At 
the stream’s mouth a larger and more recent one was 
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owned and run by Justis Jarrett, who was also a cabinet- 
maker of no mean ability. He built the house with the 
stone chimney that stands on the cliff above the run. 
That the community’s residents were public-spirited was 
shown by the fact that a schoolhouse was built. It stood/+’’ 
on the corner of a lot now owned by Fred A. Martin and 
was erected, some think, during the 1840’s. It also served 
as achurch. Those were the days of subscription schools, 
long before free public education had become a reality. 
Some of our early teachers were John Elder, Eli Coon, 
Benjamin Spencer, Dennis Bruneau, George Long, John 
Lucas, and Benny Reeder. A second school was built on 

lands deeded to the Board of Education by a man named 
Lyda who was a preacher and a chaplain in the Civil 
War. He reserved the right to all minerals as gold was 
reported to have been found in the deep ravine made by 
Laurel Run near the river. 

The earlier generation of settlers was followed by 
others who built the foundation for a community which 
would serve the interests of all. The large original land 
tracts were divided into smaller plots; roads were con- 
structed; and new names began to appear such as the 
Tetricks, whose father Joseph lived up a run above the 
Big Elm farm. 

The first church was used by circuit riders of differ- 
ent denominations, mostly Methodists. The Nays, 

mM another family that had early come to our community, 
were Congregationalists. The second church, known as 
the Union Church, was built on land deeded for that pur- 
pose by Thomas McIntire and George Nay in about 1871. 
It was attended by all living within the bounds of Enter- 
prise—Nays, Hardestys, McIntires, Tetricks, Harrisons, 
Longs, and others. Later, a church was erected by each 
branch of the Methodists. 

Richard Jackson was an early settler, and he and 

his son James both served as mail-carriers between 
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Shinnston and Fairmont. In the old cem:tery on the 
point above the stone quarry (near the I.0.0.F. Ceme- 
tery) sleep several members of this family including 
Julia Jackson Anderson, the first wife of Benjamin 

Anderson, Sr.; and Lucy Jackson Nay, first wife of 

George Nay and mother of Silas J. Nay. It also likely 
“ contains the grave of a Revolutionary soldier, Elisha 
Griffith, who died in 1840 at the home of Charles McIn- 
tire. Jacob Bigler, another veteran of that war, is buried 
on the Harrison farm. Anthony Coon, who fought in the 
War of 1812, married Sally Bosler when he was an old 
- man of about 75 and she but a young woman. One child 
was born to them, and this child became the mother of 
Jenny Heflin. After Mr. Coon’s death his widow mar- 
ried Johnny McIntire and then still later, Elijah Heflin. 
Her sister, Susan Bosler, married Eli Coon and they 
were the parents of Savilla Coon Shinn, wife of Albert 
Shinn. | 

The cemetery near the old church was set apart by 
James Harrison and Thomas McIntire and both are 
buried there. The first person buried in it was Rhuanna, 
wife of James Harrison, who died in 1882. The Reeder 
Cemetery lies a short distance from the brick house in 
which lived John and Lydia Long. Another old burial 
ground is near the original McIntire settlement and con- 
tains the graves of many pioneers, including the mother 
of our first family. 

Benjamin Reeder and his father Simon were early 
settlers in Enterprise and owned vast tracts of land along 
the river below Laurel Run. They built a home where 
the John Long homestead now stands. The Reeders had 
originally come from Alexandria, Va., and Benjamin 
had for a time been a revenue collector at Morgantown, 
then but a small settlement. There was a daughter 
(Nancy), a widow whose married name was Patton. 
She came with her family to Enterprise. At different 
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times Benjamin took land patents until at one time he 
owned all the land from the river back to the Coon hold- 
ings and to the head of Laurel Run. 


Thomas Reeder built two or three houses on the fam- 
ily tract and so far as definitely known was the only 
son of Benjamin. He was a very eccentric gentleman 
and many stories have come down about him. He mar- 
ried Eliza Shinn whose father was the famous Rev. Asa 
Shinn. However, some old Reeder records tell us that 
Thomas had one brother who went West and another 
who made his appearance here after Benjamin’s death. 
Not much is known of the religious affiliation of the 
_ Reeders, but some of the older residents remembered that 
a Catholic priest came to Thomas and administered the 
last rites of that Church to him before he died. 

Benjamin Asa Reeder (commonly known as Benny 
Reeder) married Hannah Jones and they set up house- 
keeping in the old house on the John F. Sturm farm 
where L. R. Sturm now lives. Neighbors were far apart 
at that time. James Harrison was then living in the 
Aunt Celia Rodgers house back of the old log church. 
Other children of Thomas Reeder were: C. A. Reeder, a 
Union soldier and a justice of the peace (he married a 
daughter of Justis Jarrett) ; and Woolman Reeder who 
died at Sandy Hook, near Harper’s Ferry, during the 
Civil War. | 

The Reeders belonged to the aristocracy of the Old 
Dominion. They brought with them many fine heirlooms 
‘such as silver plate; and they owned several slaves that 
had been brought from Eastern Virginia. They owned 
the Black Granny family. Black Jim, her son, was known 
as a “smart nigger” and proved it by running away to- 
ward Pittsburgh from where he could not be tricked into 
coming back by the most clever of his white friends. 
Black Jo was owned by the Longs. The Patton children 
—grandchildren of Benjamin Reeder—were George; 
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Elisha; and Benjamin who was perhaps Enterprise’s 
first merchant; Mary; Nancy; and Sophia. The last 
named married George Long and is remembered by many 
as Aunt Sofe Long. She lived in a large brick house, 
still standing, on the road that connects Enterprise with 
Bethlehem. 

James Stealey had charge of a toll gate here in 1850 
and owned what was probably the second store. He was 
likely our first postmaster. The tale goes that some 
strong Abolitionists in and about Shinnston depended 
upon him to get them a paper considered to be too radical 
to be delivered by the regular mail of that day. Accord- 
ing to some accounts, Henderson Robey was another of 
this community’s early store-keepers. 

During the Civil War Enterprise was the scene of 
considerable activity. It is recorded that Lincoln re- 
ceived 22 votes in Harrison County and 20 of them came 
from Shinnston where the voters of this community did 
their voting. Several young men volunteered for service 
in the Union Army—Benny, Charles, and Woolman 
Reeder, sons of Thomas Reeder; Joseph, James, George, 
and Samuel Harrison, sons of James Harrison; Lorenza 
~ and P. G. Stealey, sons of James Stealey; Jed Tucker; 
Elias McIntire; Tyler Sturm; James McGee; Isaac Hart- 
ley; Sylvannius Long; Newton Criss; and Wash McDan- 
iel. Woolman Reeder and James McGee never returned. 
Feelings ran high and even families were divided in 
- their sympathies. It is told that Dr. Jacob Fortney’s 
‘daughter-in-law, who was a Southern sympathizer, rode 
a horse belonging to him to the mouth of Bingamon Creek 
to see a party of Confederate soldiers that was there. 
When she arrived they proceeded to take charge of her 
fine horse, much to her astonishment. She told them she 
_ was their friend, but to no avail. The old Doctor re- 
‘marked that though he regretted the loss of his horse, 

he felt if the incident would convince her that the ill 
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feelings and wrong doings were not all one-sided, then 
it was well worth the horse! 

The affair at Righter’s place, the site of Coon’s Fort, 
was partly enacted in the community. The Righter home 
was known to have been a Rebel renilezvous, and North- 
ern sympathizers living here were secretly engaged in 
making arrangements to have the Union authorities clean 
it out. John Nay, who had been reared on a farm adjoin- 
ing Righter’s, was then residing in Shinnston. The Fed- 
eral soldiers secured him and directed him to lead them 
to the Righter home since he was well acquainted with 
all this territory. Much shooting was done on both sides 
and one life was lost. The house was burned and Nay 
himself was injured. Mr. Stealey of Fairmont, now 82 
years old, told how he spent that night with others at 
the home of Thomas Reeder and heard the shooting and 
Saw many soldiers who had been wounded. 

This valley was swept by Jones Raid about the time 
of April, 1863, when the railroad bridge at Fairmont 
was burned. No damage was done locally, other than 
some farms were left short of their horses. It was then 
that Lot Bowen, without any orders from his superior 
officers, started from a point near Wilsonburg with a 
group of Union soldiers, some of whom had homes in 
this section, to protect this particular part of the West 
Fork Valley from the invading Rebel forces. At Maulsby 
Bridge they encountered an enemy scouting party. A 
skirmish ensued and one man was killed and several 
were injured. Samuel Harrison was with Bowen when 
this occurred. A party of the Raiders spent the night 
at the Harrison place where the women cooked all night 
for them. } : 

It was during these hectic days that an estimable man 
named John Short was shot to death in the road near the 
old church and cemetery on Laurel Run by a group of 
men masquerading as Home Guards. They called Mr. 
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Short from a corn field where he was cutting corn for 
Alfred Tetrick. They took him to the home of Harrison 
Tetrick where they stopped for dinner. One who re- 
members the incident relates this story to show that 
Short was of noble, loyal spirit. While his captors were 
eating, Mrs. Tetrick had an opportunity to suggest to 

~ him that he could easily escape by passing through a side 
gate and going into the woods where they would not 
likely molest him after a few hours’ consideration. Short 
told her he would not do anything which might cause 
them to turn their unjust accusations against Mr. Tet- 
rick and his family. The men had been gone with him 
but a short time when the Tetricks heard a shot and 
feared the worst. They found him mortally wounded 
in the road. He was cared for by Alfred Tetrick and 

.James Harrison, who lived nearby, but died within a 
little while. 

This was a sad blot on our community as no reason 
could be given for it, except the flimsy one that it was 
a retaliation for the death and robbery of Henry Swiger 
which had taken place a few days earlier. Thus ends a 


were learned that have been invaluable in building the 
community which we so highly treasure today. 


Note: Around 1930, possibly a year or so earlier, 
several people became interested in the history of En- 
terprise and made some effort to preserve the memories 
of times past. Mrs. Martin became the recorder of the 
group and in a small composition book set down the pre- 
ceding material. I have taken some editorial liberties 
avith this data; but essentially it remains as she had 
— written it. Iam very much indebted to Elizabeth Fort- 
ney Tetrick for her kindness in allowing me to borrow 
her typed copy of the original. 

The John MclIntires were direct ancestors of Mrs. 
Martin’s husband, Fred A. Martin, and my Grandfather 


page in Enterprise’s history from which many lessons 
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Sandy; for one of their great-grandmothers had been 
Elizabeth McIntire Nutter, daughter of John and Rachel. 
An interesting tradition long handed down tells us that 
the Indians, coming from the Ohio River, went by the 
cabin of the McIntires which stood at the head of Nutter 
Run. They heard so much noise going on inside it that 
they thought a large number of men were there and 
quickly passed on. The story goes that the McIntire chil- 
dren, who were alone, were making merry with a pet 
bear they owned. 

William Haymond of Palatine (now East Side, Fair- 
mont) was one of the men who pursued the Indians. 
Fifty years later (around 1841) he gave an account in 
a letter written to his nephew, Luther Haymond of 
Clarksburg: “Six of us tied handkerchiefs about our 
heads and proceeded as fast as we could over a high 
point down to the bank of the creek. Suddenly we were 
fired upon by the Indians. We saw them running up 
the hill and two of our men fired. They left their knap- 
sacks and I fired a third shot, wounding an Indian who 
bled so that we tracked him for a quarter of a mile where 
he cut a stick. We thought it dangerous to follow them 
farther so we returned to the place of the attack. We 
found a shot-pouch, four hatchets, and the woman’s scalp. 
On the return of the party the body of Mrs. McIntire was 
found near where that of her husband had been.” 

Jacob Bigler and Elisha Griffith, the two veterans 
of the Revolution who settled in the Enterprise area, 
were removed from their original burial places after 
Mrs. Martin wrote her history and were interred in the 
Enterprise Cemetery where there is a suitable marker 
honoring them. 


The Mr. Stealey referred to who recalled the Righter 


incident was Perry G. Stealey (1847-1934). He served 
in the Civil War as a Union soldier in Co. E of the 
Mounted Infantry, having enlisted when he was but a 
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lad of fifteen. He was captured and was a prisoner in 
the Southern prison at Andersonville, Ga., for 306 days. 
During the three years he was a soldier he never slept in 
a bed and ate only five meals at a table. R. A. Stealey, 
principal of the State Street School in Fairmont, is his 

grandson. Rezin L. Stealey was P. G.’s brother and also 


-- served as a Union soldier. He married Laverna Sandy 


(1844-1889), a sister to my great-grandfather. After 
Rezin’s death she became the second wife of Spencer 
Sturm of Harter Hill. Clarence and Charlie Stealey who 
went West years ago were sons of Rezin and Laverna. 
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Big Elm Memories 


Recently while browsing through the Clarksburg 
Library I wandered into the room where there are sev- 
eral interesting and worthwhile historical relics dis- 
played in a large glass case. A tiny wooden gavel caught 
my attention and I leaned closer to the case so that I 
might read the placard which gave its history. I saw it 
had been presented by Miss Regina Caulfield and was 
made from a piece of the locally famed Big Elm. This is 
not, of course, unique as there are doubtless many resi- 
dents of the Upper Monongahela Valley who own prized 
canes, gavels, boxes, etce., which have been fashioned 
from the wood of the ancient giant tree that for so many 
years guarded the northern entrance to Shinnston. But 
it is another example of the great respect—nay, rever- 
ence—that people living in this section of West Virginia 
have had for the tree and its colorful associations since 
1899, the year in which Granville Davisson Hall pub- 
lished the first edition of his fascinating novel, today 
considered a local classic. 


The fiction Hall used but thinly conceals a very true 
and very real series of episodes that took place in the 
1850’s along the banks of the West Fork. In 1899 fiction 
was a necessity for there were still living several of the 
most prominent characters; however it required no in- 
tense wondering for the first readers to figure out the 
identities of the author’s assorted characters. Surpris- 
ingly, most of the surviving villains upon recognizing 
themselves in the book were not at all angered. They 
were amused—and flattered! Since then they have been 
viewed with considerable admiration, for unquestionably 
they were lusty men who lived and plotted in a lusty age 
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BIG ELM MEMORIES | 5, 


‘ 
which, by comparison, makes our own seem rather pole 
‘ and anemic. 

It has been my custom since early childhvod tu read 
The Daughter of the Elm once a year, usually in the 
fall—a fact, no doubt, that has caused me in my mind 
to link the season with the book and to regard it with a 
kind of bittersweet feeling which is so often charac- 
teristic of smoky autumn days. Each reading brings 
forth something I had not previously noted and so further 
enriches my knowledge and understanding of Hall's 
captivating little novel. When I was growing up, the 
only copies around were old ones carefully and jealously, 
guarded by their possessurs; and none could be had, 
for the book had been out of print for many years. Then, 
in 1946 came the blessed news that a new edition was 
being printed. How I worked and saved to get the money 
with which to buy it! This was the fourth edition, and 
since that time there has come out another. They are 
very similar: they both contain the same basic material 
—pictures, forewérd, etc.-—and differ only in the binding 
color and the size of the pages. From the standpoint 
of attractiveness the second and third editions are the 
prizes as they contain rare pictures of places mentioned 
in the novel. These came out in 1907 and 1913. That 
of 1899, the first, is the rarest and there are few 
extant today. CI335L7 

The Eversons, whom Hall called the Esmonds, dom- 
inate the book. They and their followers composed the 
unlawful but thrilling band which plagued the Upper 
Monongahela in the decade immediately preceding the 
Civil War. They owned the large farm on the West 
Fork that was famous far and near for the Big Elm, 
a giant towering high into the heavens. In its shadow 
stood (and still stands) the weather-greyed old house 
within whose walls were laid many a sinister plot. It was 
old even in the 1850’s, for it had been built by a veteran 
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of the Revolution, one David Wamsley, sometime during 
the last quarter of the eighteenth century. In the 1840's, 
possibly around 1846, the Wamsley heirs sold the farm 
to Richard Everson, a settler who brought his family 
from Pennsylvania to the West Fork Valley. Uncle Nick, 
_ as he was called in the book, was the father of Capt. 
Jack, the person whose brilliant mind supposedly con- 
ceived the plans of crime. Richard Everson (1800-1892) 
and his wife Eleanor had several children: Jack; George 
W. “Wash”; Louise, wife of Harrison Nay; Richard, Jr.; 
Susannah; Nathaniel; Doyle; William; Margaret, died 
young; and Lewis Cass. 


Mr. Hall called Jack Everson “Handsome Harry” in 
his novel. He was the leader of the outlaw band and 
hated hard manual labor—especially farm work—and 
left its performance to his father and brothers while he 
rode around the country-side on a blooded horse, his 
hands soft and his clothes expensive. The Civil War 
spelled the end of the illegal careers of the Eversons and 
their friends. Jack enlisted in the Confederate Army 
where he got his title of captain. He is said to have served 
with distinction. After the war he, according to some 
accounts, resided in one of our southeastern counties 
(likely Pocahontas) under an assumed name. Although 
quite handsome and therefore popular with the ladies, 
he never chose to marry and died a bachelor. He had a 
daughter, however, by a Nay woman whose family lived 
in the Worthington section. This daughter did not go 
by the name of Everson, for she took the name of the 
man whom her mother had married when she was a child 
of five or so. She lived to be nearly ninety and spent 
most of her own married life in Shinnston. So far as I 
know, she never saw her father after the outbreak of the 
Civil War. When Capt. Jack was old and at the point 
of death in a Baltimore hospital, his doctor gravely in- 
formed him the end was near. He nonchalantly replied, 
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“Well, Doctor, when I start to hell I would rather start 
from Baltimore than any place I know of.” 

In the book the heroine, whose name was Loraine, 
married and went West to Kansas where she and her 
husband reared a family and lived ideal lives. In actu- 


ality, though, such was not the case. Loraine (her real 


name was Susannah) died single in 1856 and was buried 
on the Elm farm. Her lover, George Holmes, was now 
and then associated with her brothers in some of their 
unlawful activities. His heart was really not in out- 
lawry, and he decided to break off his relations with the 
band. Apparently this decision cost him his life, for 
according to tradition he was shot by them and his body 
was thrown into the river where it floated downstream 
to Worthington. Here it was discovered and brought 
ashore. He was buried in the cemetery on the hill back 
of Shinnston High School. William Hood was the cor- 
oner that viewed the disfigured body. Several years later 
he purchased the Big Elm farm from Richard Everson, 
and there today reside his daughter-in-law (Mrs. Charles 
Hood) and grand-daughter (Miss Hannah Hood) in the 
imposing red brick residence that was built a short dis- 
tance from the old Wamsley house. 

Had it not been for the Civil War there would have 
undoubtedly been a day of reckoning for the outlaws. 
(The wheels of Justice moved even slower back then.) 
It seems rather unbelievable today that they could have 
gone on for so long a time without being apprehended 
and punished. But a century ago this section of the 
country was yet in many ways very backward and primi- 
tive, differing relatively little from the fading days of 
the eighteenth century when the first permanent settlers 
felled the virgin forests and built their crude log cabins. 
Added to this is the fact that the 1850’s were essentially 
a decade of great unrest and turmoil throughout the 
Valley. Bitter and resentful feelings were increasingly 
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wianifested as the decade drew to a close. Soon these 
feelings would be destined to erupt in violent hatred and 
bloodshed, causing friend to kill friend and brother to 
fight brother. The deeds of the Everson band, then, were 
in part overshadowed by the larger issues of the time. 


The pressure which ultimately brought about its dis- 
_ solution and the fleeing of the principal characters was 
that exerted against it because of the definite pro-South- 
ern sympathies which most of the members so openly 
expressed in the midst of a rabid pro-Northern popula- 
tion. The Big Elm farm, like that of the Eversons’ friend 
and not-too-distant neighbor, Peter B. Righter, was a 
center for Rebel enthusiasts. In fact, both places were 
said to have been used as recruiting stations for volun- 
teers into the Southern army. We can easily imagine 
the anger and terror experienced by the majority of the 
populace whose sympathies were in drastic opposition. 

Somthing was bound to give—and did. In the spring 
of 1861 the Union Army sent troops, mainly from Ohio 
and Indiana, into Northwestern Virginia and many 
were stationed at Clarksburg, a point of strategic value. 
Before long they were informed of the two Rebel nests 
in the Shinnston area and piepara tions) were made to 
wipe them out. 

In the middle of June occurred the now legendary 

“affair at Righter’s.” We are fortunate in having a 
written account of this stirring incident, composed by an 
actual eye-witness, Quillen H. Shinn, later to become 
a theologian of national stature. Here is his story: 

“T was working on a farm four miles east of Shinn- 
ston. The man who hired me to hoe his corn was a strong 
Abolitionist, McCord by name, who had come from the 
- Shenandoah Valley. Adjoining his farm was that of 
Peter B. Righter, a noted Secessionist. When the soldiers 
first poured into our state from Ohio and Indiana this 
man gathered and arranged the tenants on his place and 
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the neighbors who were in sympathy, and prepjared to 
make resistance. 


‘‘A small detachment of Union soldiers arrived at 


midnight. We were all awakened. Lt. Cabel urges the 


Abolitionist for whom I work to accompany them. He 
mounts his horse to reconnoiter; is fired upon; returns; 
leads the soldiers over to the place and as they near the 
house of Righter, the latter opens fire. One of our guides 
and several soldiers fall. The rest retreat. 

“Next day I stand picket on the hill watching until 
reinforcements come. Soon the home of Righter and all 
his buildings are in flames. Meanwhile, rifle balls 
whistle down over our heads from the woods above. One 
man descends on horseback, utters defiance, attempts to 
escape, but in an instant falls dead, pierced by a dozen 
balls.” 

Righter and his son, Capt. John, fled the area but 
later returned. Peter B. rebuilt his home and lived 
within three years of the twentieth century, having died 
in 1897 in his ninety-third year. His wife, Mary Frank- 
lin Righter, also lived to be quite old as she died in 1890, 
lacking but a few months of having been eighty-one. 
Both are buried at Saltwell where most of the pioneer 
generation of .Righters are interred. The cemetery is 
sadly overgrown with a profusion of creeping-myrtle 
and underbrush. Peter B. was a true individualist, a 
living example of those qualities we most admire in the 
lives of our pioneer forebears. Courage and bravery 
neither he nor his son lacked in their hour of crisis. 

The McCord to whom Shinn referred was none other 
than Henry McCord. He, too, lived to be an aged patri- 
arch and could tell many a thrilling story of Civil War 


. days—days he himself knew so well. It was his daughter 


that married William Hood’s son and now, with her 


. daughter, owns and resides at Big Elm farm. 


The outlaw band had a rendezvous in Shinnston 
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proper—-the Red Lyon Tavern, called the Blue Boar in 
Hall’s novel. It was a large and commodious hostelry, 

frequented by passers-by who traveled the Clarksburg- 
Fairmont turnpike. Its proprietor was Jacob Long, 
supposedly a close friend to the Eversons and in on some 
of their escapades. Whether this was so or not, I do not 
know; but I do know that he in his older days was a most 
useful and exemplary citizen, respected and liked by 
all who knew him. 

Granville D. Nay, son of John and Elizabeth (Fort- 
ney) Nay, married one of Jacob Long’s daughters, and 
they for a time operated the old tavern. Other propri- 
- etors were: “Bud” Fortney, oldest son of W. Perry 
Fortney; James Stealey and wife Malinda (she was a 


- daughter of Dr. Jacob H. Fortney); Judd Dent; Tip 


Martin; Benny A. Reeder; and Tempt Brian. Later 
John W. Carder acquired it, did some rebuilding, and 
lived in it until its razing. It was called the Carder 
House during his occupancy. The Blue Boar stood on 
the corner of Main and Pike and has long been gone. 
Its true name—the Red Lyon—was derived from a large 
sign which stood out front that had a picture of a red 
-lion painted uyon it. 
Joseph Tetrick (1802-1861), called Jo Diedrich in 
_the book, lived on a farm-above the Everson home. He 
was a man of considerable means for those days. Occa- 
sionally he was involved in land transactions that ran 
into a good bit of money. Peter B. Righter owned a farm 
on Laurel Run, not far from Enterprise, which he sold 
to Mr. Tetrick. The amount of the purchase was in the 
-_ thousands of dollars, and Uncle Joe was to go to Clarks- 
burg, where he kept his money in a’ bank, to draw out a 
payment #or Peter B. Somehow the outlaws got wind of 
all this. The Eversons liked their congenial neighbor 
and refrained from attempting to rob him. Some of the 
gang, however, had no such scruples and proceeded to the 
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long covered bridge at Gypsy, known as the Maulsby 
Bridge, where they concealed themselves and impatiently 
waited for their unsuspecting victim to pass through on 
his way home with the money. Eventually Uncle Joe 
appeared but all that his searchers found were a plug 
of tobacco, a jack-knife, and a small bottle of whiskey 
(this they appropriated!). We can mentally visualize 
the disgust and keen disappointment the villains felt 
when they discovered Mr. Tetrick had chanced to run 
on to Peter B. in Clarksburg and had given him the 
money there. | 

The Righter affair the Everson band took to heart; 
and knowing it had reasons other than political for not 
desiring arrest, it dissolved, thus ending a colorful 
chapter in the history of the West Fork Valley. 


- Robert Lowe Righter, a son of Abraham and Dru- 
sila (Lowe) Righter, made this comment about the 
murder of George Helmes: “The young lover mentioned 
in the original copy of The Daughter of the Elm did not 
go West and live happily ever afterward as stated in the 
book—he was slain. He was threatened by the Everson 
clan and his body was found in the West Fork River at 
Worthington three months after he disappeared. Two 
of the clan—an Everson and ‘Ray Harris'—were ar- 
raigned before a justice of the peace but could not be 
held because of insufficient evidence. George was the 
son of Jacob Helmes, a Shinnston wagonmaker. I was 
there when the body was brovght from the water.” This 
information was given to me by my cousin, Mrs. C. C. 
Hinkle of Fairmont. Her half-sister Ida married Mr. 
Righter. Although he had definite Southern sympathies, 
Robert yas impressed into the Union Army to haul sup- 
plies. Once he was asked if he were from Ohio to which 
he loudly replied: “No! ’m a Virginian and want to 
stand by my state!” He said, though, that the War was a 
“great mistake, as are all wars.” Peter B. was his uncle. 
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For many generations the Righters have been a 
prominent and influential family in the West Fork 
Valley. The progenitor was John Righter, a son of Peter 
and Elizabeth (Baker) Righter. John was born in 1762 
and was a cabinet-maker. After coming to Harrison 
~ County he married Sarah Bigler, daughter of Jacob and 
Hannah Bigler. Their marriage took place on April 
26, 1795. John’s will, made in 1818, left his vast lands 
to his three sons John, Abraham, and Peter B. His other 
two children were given but ten dollars each: his daugh- 
ter Mariah had married a Whiteman (Jonathan) and 
he didn’t approve of this marriage; his son Jacob left 
home when only seventeen, probably against his father’s 
wishes. Later, John’s widow married Cyrus Ross. Abra- 
ham Righter was born in 1802 and in 1821 married 
Drusilla Lowe. They had eleven children: (1) John, 
marr. Emily Atcheson; (2) Eliza; (3) Jackson; (4) 
Sarah; (5) Abraham, Jr., marr. Melvina Vincent; (6) 
Mara; (7) Hannah, marr. George Brown; (8) Eliza- 
beth, marr. Joseph Neeper; (9) Susan; (10) Isaiah; and 
(11) Robert Lowe, born 1844, marr. Ida Jarvis. After 
Drusilla’s death Abraham marred Jane Radabaugh, 
widow of John Radabaugh. The late Mr. Ed Righter of 
Shinn’s Run was, I believe, a grandson of Abraham and 
Drusilla; and Robert Righter James of Clarksburg is 
a grandson of Robert Lowe Righter. 


The Rev. Leroy Fortney—a son of Dr. Jacob—went 
to Vermont and lived to be quite old. He often wrote to 
several people in this area as well as to the Shinnston 
‘News. He would give some of his recollections of the 
past, particularly those associated with the Big Elm 
episode. From a letter written to the late Harry Glas- 
pell in 1929 I quote the following: “. .. for some years 
Lot Dyson lived ina fairly good log house which, I think, 
was weather-boarded up on two sides high enough so 
_ that they had a bed or.tivo in the loft. It was located on 
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the Uncle Nick Esmond farm, almost directly opposite 
from a coal bank just below what was long known as 
Brown’s Hole, but back distant from the river and 
road some—I should say nearly 400 yards... the Dyson 
house was where the body of George Helmes was sup- 
posedly secreted (upstairs) for at least the first night 
after he met his death. I here stop to say that on that 
dark night when George was known to have crossed the 
high water in a boat, Albert Shore, who had recently 
married his second wife (Henrietta Martin, mother of 
Clara Jarrett), was standing with his wife on the upper 
portico and heard a gun shot which appeared to be at 
or near the Dyson house ... I remember how Lot Dyson 
looked as if I had seen him yesterday. He was a large- 
formed man, very broad across the shoulders and deep- 
chested and with a red face and not inclined to look one 
in the eye. How many meals of turkey he took off our 
apple trees, we never knew; but we knew where one 
monster gobbler was in a smart battle with him, but 
rather than be shot, we did not appear on the scene. 
After. daylight Father ‘followed the large foot-prints 
through our river field and saw the gobbler’s head where 
tt had been wrung from the neck. The tracks went in a 
bee-line to the Dyson house. For years he was a trusted 
member of the Esmond band.” 

Dyson’s real name was Watt (or Walt) Dye. Mrs. 
Fred A. Martin once told me that he married Kitty Belch, 
daughter of a Capt. Belch who was an early settler in the 
Enterprise neighborhood. 

Jacob Helmes’ wife—the mother of the murdered 
George—was born Peggy Boyers and was a sister to 
Mrs. James Harrison, the grandmother of Mrs. Fred 
A. Marti» 
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Shinnston’s Postmasters 


In 1952, the year of the town’s great centennial cele- 
bration honoring its Charter of 1852, there was consid- 
erable interest manifested in the various aspects of local 
history. The Shinnston News printed several really 
worthwhile articles relating to the past. Stanley Book, a 
classmate of mine at Shinnston High during the late 
1940’s, was the author of at least two, including one in 
which he gave an account of the early postmasters. 
Shortly thereafter Harvey W. Harmer, who had read Mr. 
Book’s article, wrote to The News giving a list he had 
compiled of. all the postmasters from 1819 down to 1905 
and also his comments about some of them. By putting 
together these two we are able to have a complete record. 


SHINNSTON POST OFFICE 
Established September 18, 1819 


POSTMASTERS 
| BP EES 145 13 5 git Ue MAAN ABA Rt IOI rt Sept. 18, 1819 
PABA ADI on Loe keels wal May 27, 1826 
URAMES EB PDED co June 17, 1833 
POUCH MQ TISs cease ere... Sept. 13, 1834 
paeorve APWin oon gk Aug. 24, 1836 
games W. sanes i ee. March 23, 1837 
Benjamin! OOM oe a ee July 15, 1851 
CEO RET UB IASI ENG) babek SO OMRE Ong ye ert een Oct. 30, 1851 
MORAN ERG ka ar, Jan. 22, 1852 
od PLES CAUSE ed eY E65 1 Paneer aici ace Feb. 2, 1855 
PO WATCEODES ihe eo cteic eaccaen soevons May 9, 1856 
BtOY IOVS Mii ae aa) eee Oct. 14, 1858 
CUTEST. AKT be Ty Reaee- seein nC Bia ae Jan. 29, 1861 
WOOT HUORT CA ee July 16, 1864 
John W. Monroe...................... Racaekas Oct. 8, 1866 
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Macisnwa  CSNON. wi oe i Oct. 7, 1868 

- Benjamin A. Reeder’.................... Aug. 17, 1870 

Bo Elizabeth L. Reynolds.................... Dec. 19, 1870 
Elizabeth Delbridge..........00000........ Sept. 6, 1876 

Peavy age Ways ke June 29, 1888 

| ARREST Se TE July 2, 1889 

Lieyd Re Hursey. io nea: April 15, 1893 

CRaViOReROX ogo k eS May 10, 1905 


In giving his own recollections of some of these early 
postmasters, Mr. Harmer wrote: 

“T knew William P. Hall. His store was in the brick 
building still standing on the corner of Pike and Wal- 
nut Streets. He was the father of Granville D. Hall, 
author of The Daughter of the Elm. At times he was 
very rabid. Once I went in his store and asked him to 
give me a little pasteboard box. ‘Get out of here or I’ll 
give you a box!’ I got. 

“When Madison Ogden kept the office, it was in a 
building adjacent to his father’s house on Main Street 
where the church now stands. I remember it being moved 
to a room in the southwest corner of the Red Lyon Hotel, 

where Benny Reeder kept it. Mrs. Delbridge was the 
daughter of Dr. Davis. She married Mr. Reynolds. He 
died and she then married William Delbridge, a widower, 

| who had the contract to build the stone work for the 
ia bridge, and had his room in our house until he married 
| the postmistress. Then, as you will notice in my list, 
she was reappointed P. M. The stone for the bridge came 

from the land of Dr. Fortney which ran from the bridge 

and with the Lucas lands to the top of the hill. They did 

not lower the abutment to solid foundation and soon after 

the bridge was built, the heavy fill behind and the weight 

of the bridge caused it to break and the timber had to be 
placed under that end of the bridge and a new abutment 

built. I doubt if there is now anyone in town old enough 

to remember. Will Jones is the only man now in town 
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who went to school with me or when I left in 1890. Mr. 
Watkins was there, but he came long after the bridge 
was built and never attended our school. 


“T remember seeing John Marshall Knox being car- 
ried out of his house for burial. It was my first experi- 
‘ ence and made an impression on me I have never 
forgotten. Charles Knox was his son. John Marshall 
Knox and his brother Bill ran the Paint Shop. He lived 
in the house at the corner of Main Street and the first 
alley above the road and opposite S. S. Fleming’s store. 
He was the father of Bert, Charles, Jim, and Jack, who 
took his father’s full name. The most important and 
long time mail carriers were Mike Bock and his brother- 
in-law, Frank Lucas. The latter carried to Fairmont and 
back to Clarksburg.” 

James Knox followed his brother Charles as post- 
master, and in 1908 Claude Randall took over. The re- 
maining paragraphs are from Mr. Book’s article. 

“In 1908 Claude S. Randall served his first term as 
postmaster. During his term, which lasted until 1916, 
he moved the office across the street to the corner of Pike 
and Walnut where Greco’s Shoe Repair Shop is now. 

* “C, L. Watkins took over the job in September of 
1916. He kept the office until 1921. He had tried to get 

out of the office several years early because at that time 
remuneration was poor. The hours were long and duties 
growing. Money was provided for one clerk—-at the rate 
of $33 per month. After much effort, this was increased 
to $42, and then $48. World War I came during the 
term of Mr. Watkins. In addition to his duties as post- 
master, he also had to report and act as custodian of 
aliens and after the war as custodian of injured veterans. 

“Hugh Swiger assumed the office in 1921. After his 
four-year term, Claude Randall returned for another 
stint. In 1980 W. A. Meredith took over the post office. 
Several years earlier the office had been moved to its 
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present location. The present two-story building has 


_ very narrow steps leading to the apartment above. The 


narrowness of this stairway has perplexed many persons, 
and has made more than one person suffering from 
claustrophobia hesitate before ascending them. They 
really are only half a stairway. It seems that when the 
post office building was erected, the builder, anticipating 
a building next door, edged over his line to the extent of 
half a stairway. When the building next door was built, 
(housing at present, the Monongahela Power Company) 
the builder decided against a second story—and to use 
the space that the stairway, which would have serviced 
both buildings, had taken. Hence, half a stairway. 
“Fred Robey followed W. A. Meredith as postmaster. 
Seba Martin, incumbent, took over on his retirement.” 


Note: A few years ago a fine new post office building 
was built on lower Walnut Street. It occupies the site 
of the old home of Elder Levi Shinn, which at the time 
of its razing was the oldest house standing in Shinnston 
proper. It seems rather fitting that this should have 


happened, for he was the town’s first postmaster and his 


- son, Asa Jonathan, the second. The present postmaster 
. 4s Albert Bolman. 


Elder Levi, so termed because of the high position 
he held in his church, was the oldest child of Jonathan 


Shinn. He was born in New Jersey on May 11, 1779, 


and as a small boy of nine was brought by his father to 
what is now Shinnston. He was widely known in his 
time; and, with the sole exception of his famous brother, 
the Rev. Asa Shinn (1781-1853), was the most prominent 
of the children of the three brothers who founded the 
town. He devoted his life to the service of God and 
preached throughout this section of the state as well as 
in Ohio where he spent many years in Muskingum and 
Licking Counties. In 1800 he married Hepzibah, a 
daughter of his Uncle Clement Shinn. He died at Shinns- 
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pie aos 
ton on Feb. 6, 1856, and is buried in the now neglected 
and overgrown cemetery on the hill behind the high school. 

Asa Jonathan was born in 1802. In 1822 he married 
Anna Flowers. Twelve years later he took his family 
_to Fulton County, Illinois, where his wife died in 1844. 
He then returned to West Virginia and married again. 
He was a good cabinetmaker, and several of our older 
families still possess pieces of furniture, now prized 
heirlooms, that he made. Job Shinn, born in 1803, was 
the son of Joseph and Mary (Mathis) Shinn and a grand- 
son of the same Clement whose daughter Elder Levi had 
married. In 1825 Job married a Duncan. Nettie Bart- 
lett Cooper once told me that in later life Job married 
“Kizzie” Drummond, a sister to Wilford Drummond of 
Prospect Valley. 

Alpheus W. Shinn (1827-1898) was Elder Levi's 
youngest child. He served in the Civil War as a soldier 
in the Union Army. His wife was Isabella Criss. Their 
only child was the late Miss Isola Shinn of Clarksburg. 
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Bicycle Boys 


This picture was taken in the era of the Gay Nineties 
at the end of the Shinnston iron bridge. The young men 
-indeed look proud and resplendent in their handsome 
uniforms. Probably some of their pride could be attrib- 
uted to the fine bicycles each owned. 

From left to right: James Knox, Ellis Randall, Sam 
B. Davis, Arch Wilkinson, Charles Randall, and Charles 
~ Hursey. 

They became responsible citizens, and each made his 
mark in the world. Jim Knox was Shinnston’s post- 
master for a time, having followed his brother Charles 
in that position. Ellis Randall was the son of Duke Ran- 
dall. His mother, who died young, was a sister to Frank 
Sandy of Sunnybrook Farm, near Worthington. After 
her death Duke married Sarah E. Martin, a half-sister 
to my Great-grandfather Sandy. She, too, died young; 
and Duke himself passed away long before old age had 
begun to claim him. Thus it was that Ellis spent most 
of his boyhood and young manhood in the homes of the 
relatives of his father (the Randalls), his mother (the 
Marion County Sandys of the Worthington section), and 
his step-mother (the Bingamon Sandys and the Mar- 
tins). In the latter he must have been quite a favorite, 
for my Sandy grandparents named their son Ellis after 
him. 

Sam Davis became one of the town’s prominent men 
and was its mayor. He married my father’s sister, Vir- 
ginia Pearle Anderson. Standing next to him is his 
~eousin, Arch Wilkinson. They were both grandsons of 
Solomon S. Fleming, for their mothers were sisters. 
Arch was the first of this group to die; for the Grim 
Reaper, ultimate conqueror of all that live, claimed him 
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in August of 1901, less than two months after his mar- 
riage to Anna Wilson. 

Charlie Randall was a son of Frank and Caroline 
(Shinn) Randall and was a cousin to Ellis. At one time 
he owned the old farm of Isaiah Shinn at Pine Bluff. 
Charles Hursey was the son of Lloyd and Mary Frances 
(Nixon) Hursey and a half-brother to Walter Hursey, 
one-time president of the Harrison County Board of Edu- 
cation. He was a widely-known merchant and organized 
the Shinnston Furniture and Undertaking Company. 
He died at Viropa: Park, which he acquired some months 
before his death. 
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Sketches of Four Pioneer Families 


by F. W. CUNNINGHAM 


(On Sunday, August 23, 1925, Mr. Cunningham read 
the following paper to the annual reunion of the Mason, 
Cunningham, Robinson, and Coffman families at Viropa 
Grove, then a popular site for family gatherings.) 

Sitting at my home the other day my mind fell into 
a reminiscence of the progenitors of the families whose 
reunion is being held here today. It occurred to me that 
I probably had a greater personal acquaintance with 
those progenitors who lived and labored during the half 
century beginning about the year 1860 than any other 
man now living. I thought it might be interesting to a 
few people at least to compile a list of those ancestors, 
whose descendants in some cases to the fifth generation 
are assembled here today. 
| Masons: Begining with the Mason family we have 

as the progenitor of that family Robert Mason, Sr., who 
‘settled in what is now the village of Peora where he 
owned a large farm as well as several tracts of land on 
upper Bingamon Creek. He raised a family of five boys 
and one girl, viz: Daniel who was noted for his great 
zeal in Christian work; Peter who went West in early 
. life; Robert, Jr., who lived at Peora; and John and 
Charles who lived near Grangeville; and Mary who mar- 
ried Claiborn Denham. 

Robinsons: We have as the progenitor of that branch 
of the Robinson family with which we have to deal, John 
Robinson, who settled on Robinson’s Run on the spot now 
occupied by the residence of Wm. A. Robinson. He had 
a family of eight boys and three girls, all of whom lived 
to mature manhood and womanhood, viz: David W. who 
served for many years as constable and afterwards as 
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sheriff of Harrison County; George W.; John R.; Abner 
_G.; Benjamin F. who died in early manhood; Caleb B.; 
Van B.; Dudley; Mary who married Daniel Mason; Re- 
becca who married Robert Mason, Jr.; and Sarah who 
married Marcene J. Rogers. All have passed to the 
Great Beyond. 


Coffmans: Coming now to the Coffman family, I have 
as my earliest recollection Henry, who ran a cooper shop 
on Robinson’s Run. He had a family of children that left 
to other parts of the country early in life, leaving his son 
John G. who settled on the spot now occupied by the resi- 
dence of his son James T. Here he acquired by purchase 
from time to time nearly all the land on upper Robinson’s 
Run as well as other lands throughout the county. Here 
he raised a family of fourteen children, all of whom lived 
to maturity except two, viz: Alonzo B.; Benjamin F.; 
John Marshall; Theophilus (who gave his young life to 
his country at the battle of Fairmont during the Jones 
Raid in 1863) ; Jesse F.; Jasper Newton; Elmore Lee; 
Luther H.; James T.; George B.; Charles T.; and Eliza- 
beth E. who married Ferd E. Rogers. Frederick and 
Francis died in early childhood. All of these have passed 
away except James T. 


Cunninghams: There are two branches of the Cun- 
ningham family represented here today, namely, Thomas 
and Edward who were the first settlers on Bingamon 
waters. Their trials and tribulations are matters of 
recorded history and need not be enumerated here. So 
numerous are the descendants of those pioneers that the 
writer will only attempt to trace the line to which he 
belongs. Edward, the pioneer, lived on Cunningham’s 
Run on the farm now owned by I. B. Anderson and 
others. Here he raised a family of children who moved 
to other points, leaving his son Benjamin who also raised 
a family of children who scattered to different points, 


leaving his son Robert, the father of the writer, who 
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lived all his life on the farm now owned by the writer. 
Here he raised a family of thirteen children, all of whom 
lived to mature manhood and womanhood, viz: James A.; 
Benjamin F.; William H.; Mary M.; Jeremiah R.; 
Sirena A.; Robert R.; Ruhama H.; Milly A.; Minerva J.; 
Francis M.; Justis N.; and Frederic W., all of whom 
have crossed the Great Divide except the last named. 


With but few exceptions it was the writer’s good 
fortune to be personally and intimately acquainted with 
all the parties I have enumerated. It was largely through 
the industry and perseverance of these four families 
that the forest on all that territory embracing the waters 
of Robinson’s Run, Cunningham’s Run, and Bingamon 
Creek was subdued and the land brought into successful 
cultivation. While none of them became famous as the 
world looks upon fame, yet they have filled many minor 
‘positions of trust and honor without default or collusion, 
thereby handing down to their posterity that greatest 
eulogy that can be bestowed upon any man... “That he 
filled his niche in life and lived and died an honest man.” 
Without a single exception they were all loyal to their 
country’s flag during the War of the Great Rebellion. 
They assisted in the organizing of the machinery of the 
new state of West Virginia. They helped to erect its 
primitive churches and to dots its hills and valleys with 
little white schoolhouses. 


. And now, as the writer stands with failing physical 
and mental powers, as it were the connecting link be- 
tween the past and the present, his mind goes back to the 
past and he is wont to inquire: Where are the little chil- 
dren he played with in his youth? Where are the school- 
mates of his boyhood days? Where are the boys and girls 
who were his chums in early manhood? And where are 
those stalwart men and women with whom he worked 
for many years while they occupied the active stage of 
business? Echo answers, “Where?” They are nearly 
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SKETCHES OF FOUR PIONEER FAMILIES a7 


all gone. And now, as I look over the descendants of 
those families here assembled, extending in some cases to 
the fifth generation, I would remind you that you have 
an honorable ancestry, and that it is your task to per- 
petuate that record and to hand it down unsullied to the 
generations that are to follow you. 


Note: The author of this paper was the father of the 
late Howard L. Cunningham, who for many years re- 
sided at Pine Bluff in an attractive brown cottage which 
was built near the home of his wife’s parents, the Bruce 
Boggesses. As a youngster I used to visit Howard and 


~ Mabel, as they were called, and spent many an interest- 


mg afternoon or evening listening to the stories they 
would tell about their forebears who had been pioneers 
on Bingamon Creek more than a century ago. Mabel’s 
mother had been born Florence Shinn, daughter of Jed 
Shinn, and Mabel had a vast and very. accurate knowl- 
edge of her mother’s family. I particularly like to hear 
about Isaiah Shinn (1794-1871)—Jed’s father—who had 
lived in the old house in which I was born one cold and 
frosty April morning. When an old man, Isaiah left 
Pine Bluff and went to Illinois where he died not long 
afterward. I do not recall that Howard talked very much 
about the Cunninghams, except the role they played dur- 
ing the fierce Indian days; but Ido remember how well 
he delighted to tell about one of his mother’s ancestors, 
old Robert Mason (1781-1871), who was such a colorful 
and eccentric individual. 
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Bingamon Anthem 
by 
BENNY REEDER and FRANK MARTIN 


Big Bingamon is a noted place 

For polecats, skins, and coons, 
‘The natives have to climb the hills 
To get to see the moon. 


Ben Odle lives at Odle’s Knob, 
His brother John there too, 
And at his back, Michael D., 
His son will mend their shoes. 


John Bice and Jake, his son, 

A worthy son of toil, 
. They always plant their corn in time, 
And never let it spoil. 


Billy Martin, just below, 
~~ He owns a little farm, 
And Davey Heldreth joining him, 
And he will do no harm. 


Alpheus Nay, an honest man, 
And always on the dot, 

He votes the Union ticket through 
And never makes a spot. 


David Morrow, a noted man, 
Inventor of “Cure All,” 

He sells it by the bottle full, 
And don’t forget to call. 
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BINGAMON ANTHEM 


Mosey Sandy was the man 
Who voted for Green Backs 

To get the cash to come to town 
To pay Monroe his tax. 


Frank Randall was a Republican, 
Last fall he flew the track, 
To battle for the Green Back cause, 


Frank hay be honest in his theme, 
, But then it will never do, 


For when he comes to find out, 


_ It’s only something new. 
Jeremiah lives farther up, 
He raises hogs and sheep, 


And if you sell him anything, 


It must be very cheap. 
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Albert Shinn and Lou, his wife, 

Live just across from Jed’s, 
Their family is so very small, 
ie, They scarcely need a bed. 


George Martin was the Green Back man, 
Who ran for county clerk, 

But when the votes were tallied out, 
He found he had the quirk. 


Although he stands high in the world, 
He must obey the rules, 

And find some noble work to do 
In teaching public school. 


Harry and Bruce and Jed’s two girls, 
They live down the hill, 

They raise both wheat, corn, and oats, 
And Holbert tends the mill. 


There is a man of other note 
Living farther up the creek, 

He is a man called Dudley Moore, 
He lives with Uncle Dick. 


* Dudley stands some six foot high, 
And, by the way, no fool, 

He helps his pap in summer-time, 
In winter, teaches school. 


His brother Tom, who went out West 
To look him out a site, 
Came back to West Virginia soil 
And married Jenny White. 


Weekley Bill and Az, his chum, 
We must not fail to note, 
For always on election day, 
They cast a Union vote. 3 
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BINGAMON ANTHEM 


Fairfield next to celebrate, 
With Enoch, Jim, and Fred, 
And Doctor Hupp and Uncle Jess 
Must be near of head. 


Ish Gould and Louis Nay, 

They live upon Main Street, 
And Mr. Eli Cunningham 

At jokes is hard to beat. 


When you want an action brought, 


Just send for Doctor Strick, 
He’ll saddle up his little Dunn, 
_ And go on double-quick. 


: > : rs 
asim Es, 


He arrives and feels their pulse 
And issues out his pills, 

He never will forsake his friends 
Until he sends his bills. 


LAN ANA DAA LLL NAL LL LLL AL ALE LL AEA a 
a ee en es 


ia VTA HOWMAIAS 


oietdeias of txon blsitiis 
herd bas il sich aw 
23h don bea aquH veiooT bad 

hsod To snort od sans td 


si 


up eisal haa bio rel 


‘ , rene 

7 TY vs fl : us “yt crcl \ 
238 i Taf yt 314 hai (Ths " rel he bi 2 
- . " es Tr Ee PA 

Tra eAnIiany > ies tLe 


’ 


j 7 . 
dod bund ai aedopt tA 


: " a af i oy uy 77 rroacl VF 
POUT ba bh it Tsw BO LC aMPTL YT = 


2 ' . ‘ —_— A nn 
Ising? aojootl toi base deul 
Horie toise 


god sli aid qu sibbae iol 
soinp-oldueb co og bn & 


pitas a 
hip = ntl 4% 


\ row eo 


a” pare | 
rath | 

# | 

RE Mac. i | 
ee | 
As y et + wt YS | 
= > I. 
3 ' 


* 
Sty, by 
4 
ov a CSS 
5 
A Ps 
oe ite 
# a ® 
Ris, ~ Soa 
- * 


* 
7 


uh << 


YATYUOD VOMAOVIA SHAT 


séiug sieilt alost bas esvinve 9H 
eiliq zi iuo asueet beé 

ebasitt etd sfeerot Uliw woven 9H 
ellid eid chnaa od lita 


Eth 


= ame ied 


= 


( 


| 
vi 


oT 
~ 


— 


~~ 
ea 


- a an maneneanenemennes » lemmas aed 
. 


62 RAMBLINGS 


In these few words will end the rhyme, 
George Smith is in the Scroll; 

We'll tip our hats and make our bow, 
Now, Albert, call the roll. 


I think this was written sometime in the 1880s. 
Frank Martin—a son of Charles and Nancy (Sturm) 
Martin—was a brother to Uncle Jerome Martin of Pine 
Bluff. Benny Reeder was one of Shinnston’s best known 
residents in the old days. He was the son of Thomas and 
Eliza (Shinn) Reeder and was a grandson of the dis- 
tinguished theologian, the Rev. Asa Shinn. Benny mar- 
ried Hannah Jones, daughter of Enoch and Sarah Ann 
(Nay) Jones. Her brother, Andy Jones, was the father 
of Mrs. Arthur Vassar and of Uncle Bill Jones, who 
married Cora Anderson—my father’s eldest sister. Uncle 
Bill and Aunt Cora had two children: Elizabeth, wife 


of Harold Shively; and James Jones, better known as 


Jimmy, who resides on the Haywood Road. 
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Pine Bluff 


In 1783—the year which ended the American Revolu- 
tion—Levi Shinn acquired large tracts of land situated 
on Bingamon Creek, some four miles west of Shinnston. 
These lands included a “remarkable Knob” and a salt 
lick. The former, which is in the center of Pine Bluff, 


- was once thought to be a relic of the Mound Builders, 


but this was proved ‘false when a part of it was removed 
to make way for the railroad. The salt lick was some 
distance away from the knob, over a ridge on a small 
tributary of Bingamon Creek originally known as Elk 
Lick-Run but today called Bice’s Run after the family 
that settled there a hundred years ago. (However, 
there were settlers on that run long before the Bices 
came to it.) 

Levi did nothing to develop his Bingamon lands and 
upon his death in 1807 his two youngest sons—Moses 
and Isaiah—received them as their shares of the old 
gentleman’s estate. In 1817 Moses married his cousin, 
Esther Shinn Busby (1793-1823), daughter of his Uncle 
David Shinn of Hampshire County. She and her first 
husband, Samuel Busby, came to Harrison County in 
1814, shortly after their marriage. Here Samuel died, 
leaving one child, John Hamilton Busby, who as a young 


man went to Was Orleans and became a successful and 


prosperous merchant. 

_ Moses and Esther spent the first few years of their 
marriage in Shinnston, but in around 1821 or 1822 they 
settled on the land he owned on Bingamon and thereby 
became the first settlers of Pine Bluff. The house they 
built was a large log structure with a huge cut-stone 
chimney that stood at the lower end of the iron bridge. 
It was torn down in the early 1900’s and a two-storied 
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frame dwelling—locally known as the Homer Ashcraft 
house—now stands on its site. Soon afterward Isaiah 
Shinn, who married Nancy Robey, joined his brother and 
settled nearby on the opposite side of the creek. His 
home still stands and is owned and oceupied by the 
Paul Mathenys. 


Long, long before the coming of the two Shinn 
brothers there were numerous Indians who had a camp 
or village here. I have heard it said that in the dim past 
a fierce Indian battle was fought in the vicinity of the 
community’s cemetery. Whether or not this is true, I do 
not know; but I do know many of the old-timers found 
great quantities of arrowheads and spearheads. Even 
today one can occasionally pick up an arrowhead or a 
bit of flint, mute reminders of those far-away days when 
the noble savage held domain over the Bingamon country. 

There was a need for a grist mill, so in 1835 Moses 
built one a few hundred feet from his residence. It en- 
joyed a wide patronage, and it soon became evident that 
a bridge was needed since many of the patrons had to 
cross the creek. Therefore, in 1853 the County Court 
authorized the erection of a covered bridge a short dis- 
tance downstream from the mill. In the 19380’s it was 
replaced by the current iron one. In 1862 Moses Shinn 
died as the result of a riding accident, and his estate, in 
the main, descended to his grandchildren who sold the 
mill to Jeremiah “Jed” Shinn sometime after the Civil 
War, possibly around 1870. Jed and his son, B. W. “Bud” 


Shinn, operated it for perhaps a quarter of a century. 


thereafter. 

Moses’ daughter Emily married Seth Sandy in 1840, 
and the young couple settled between Oak Point and Pine 
Bluff on land belonging to her father. In 1844 Seth died 
of typhoid, leaving three children—Moses Allen, Newton 
- Busby, and Elizabeth Laverna. Four years later Emily 
married Squire Ben Martin and had two children that 
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lived to maturity: Syrah tusther, wife of Duke Randall: 
and Alice Belle, wife of Jerome Martin. Elisha Shinn, 
Eimily’s brother, married Mary LeFevre, a sister to 
Susan LeFevre Martin. They had: Quillen H., the farn- 
ous preacher; Albert I., who married Lou Martin ‘sister 
to Jerome}; and Mary Elizabeth “Sis,” who married 
Felix Martin (brother to Lou and Jerome). Elisha Shinn 
also fell victim to. the dreaded typ! ee and died in 1847 
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\ ISAIAH enn HOUSE 
Pictured are the author (then quite a little fellow) and his grand- 
N= mother, Mrs. Fred L. Sandy. 


His widow then married Dr. Jacob H. Fortney (1801- 


1881) of Shinnston and had several children including 


the well-known Augusta Fortney Wyatt, better remem- 
bered as simply “Gus” Wyatt. 

Across the creek from the Isaiah Shinn house is 
another Pine Bluff residence which has witnessed the 
coming and going of a century. It, too, was built by < 
member of the community’s first family. The three 
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Sandy children lived in it during the days just before 
the Civil War. A good many years afterward Uncle 
Billy Martin (real name was William H. Martin) ac- 
quired it and there lived until his death in 1906. His wife 
was Mary Eleanor Hulderman (1843-1927). She was 
a daughter of William Hulderman 11822-1882) and 
Hannah Shreves Hulderman (1818-1890), early ieee 
mon settlers. John (1845-1886), George (1847-1928 
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CHESTER L. PIGOTT HOME 
and Ben (1854-1948) were her brothers. The Salerno 
house, located a few yards from the old home, was built 
by L. W. “Ott” Martin, one of Uncle Billy’s sons. The 
older house is in poor condition and has not been oceupied 
for a long while. 
The Bruce Boggess house, built shortly after the 


Civil War by N. B. Sandy, is presently owned by the 


Alfred Hamricks. Mr. Sandy built it for his young 
bride, Mary Ellen Martin, whom he married in 1867. 
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She, though, did not like living at Pine Bluff and vearned 
to be near her own relatives on Little Bingarnon. So, 
her husband sold their home and they spent the remain- 
der of their lives in the neighborhood where she had 
been born. I was once told that nearly all the wood for 
this house came from one giant tree which grew on the 
Shinn farm. Mr. Boggess (1852-1937) married Flor- 
ence Shinn (1853-1933), daughter of Jed and Mahala 
(Sturm) Shinn. He built the picturesque barn that has 
become something of a landmark familiar to all who 
travel through the community. 

In his old age Isaiah Shinn decided to go West and 
sold his farm to his son Jed. For many years it remained 
in the possession of various members of this family. 
The Jate Prof. Alvah C. Shinn was the last Shinn born 
in the old home-place; of course, in later times numerous 
Shinn descendants have been born there. 

A few hundred yards or so away is another home that 
is worthy of mention—the Harry and Joan Randall 
house. Joan (her real name was Jane Ann) was born in 
1855 and died in 1922. She was another of Jed Shinn’s 
daughters; her husband Harry (1851-1893) was a 
brother to Frank Randall. This house is a typical Vie- 
torian residence and is now owned by the “Jack” Jack- 
sons. Frank Randall, whose wife was also Jed Shinn’s 
daughter, at one time lived in the Isaiah Shinn place. 
Frank hada rather large family. One of his daughters— 
Carrie—married Chester L. Pigott, son of Col. Elam and 
Amanda (Boggess) Pigott, and they built the beautiful 
large white house now occupied by their daughter, Mrs. 
Helen Pigott Summers. 

Originally the community was known as Shinn’s Mill. 
The name Pine Bluff was chosen because of the once 
abundant pines which dotted the hillsides. For a long 
time there has been a church. In olden days it was Jo- 
cated across the creek from the present one and was 
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used by various denominations: Methodists, Baptists, 
Campbellites, United Brethrens, Universalists, and 
even Mormons. Alf Nay wasa pillar in it, and the seats 
being used today in the Pine Blutf Church were made by 


rae: 


face Fibste nese meant oe ee I 


UN 


SUAS nt 


THREE PINE BLUFF LADIES 


Left to right: Cora Sandy, Mabel Leonard, and Matt Martin. 


him. Bishop Weekly was fond of attending church here, 
and for some time now the community has sponsored an - 
annual homecoming to his memory. 


So far as can be learned, there have been three dif- 


ferent schools. The first was held in the old church. My 
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Grandfather Sandy attended it during the 1870's. Uncle 
Jerome Martin’s brother taught there; so did Elmer 
Pigott. Some years afterward a better school was built 
farther up the creek at the upper end of the bridge: the 
building still stands and is being used as a dwelling. 
Later—around 1920 or so—a much larger and more 
modern one was constructed near the middle of the 
village but is no longer in use for the neighborhood's 
children are transported to the Wyatt Grade School at 
the present time and have been for the past few years. 
several really fine teachers have taught at Pine Bluff 
through the years: Dudley Moore, Peyton Moffatt, 
Fletcher Pigott, Ulysses E. Martin, John Lucas, Charlie 
Davis, Minnie Adkinson, Martha Moffatt, Blanche Chal- 
fant, Geraldine Rinehart, Minnie and Florence Martin, 
Okey Cogar, Bess Randall, Howard Pigott, Lawrence 
Martin, Sanford Swain, Rose and Ruth Pigott, Howard 
L. Sandy, Archie Ashcraft, Bess Bock, Lloyd Hess, Amos 
“Speed” Merrifield, Laura B. Hoffman, Hollis Ritten- 
house, Carl Barker, Cordie Wilkinson, Charles ‘Shine’ 
Moore, Angie Heldreth, Rufus Davis, Ernestine Kim- 
mell, Clarice Robinson, Beulah O’Dell, Maxon Ogden, 
Wilma Kesling, Anna Marie Watson, Antoinette Oliver, 
Mildred Boggess, ete. 


— Lorenzo-Dow Martin, an early overseer on the county 


road, was a well-known resident. He was a descendant. 


of William C. Martin (1775-1847), a pioneer who set- 
tled on Little Bingamon in the 1790’s. Before coming to 
Pine Bluff, Mr. Martin lived at adjacent Oak Point. In 
1900 the County Court decided to build a bridge where 
the dirt road to Shinnston crosses the creek. Marshal! 
Tetrick, Tom Hawker, and Mr. Martin were appointed 
commissioners to select a site. Soon a covered bridge 


was erected and since the Martin home was just a few 


feet away, it came to be called the Dow Martin Bridge. 
It stood until 1949 when it was replaced by a metal one. 
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Mr. Martin’s wife was Millie E. Tichenor (1852-1927), 
daughter of John and Mary Ann (Metz) Tichenor who 
settled on Bingamon right after the Civil War but later 
went to Ritchie County where they both died in the 
1890's. My grandmother, Cora Sandy (1871-1944), was 
Mr. Martin’s eldest child, and Mrs. Mabel Leonard and 
James re his other children. 
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PINE BLUFF ROADWORKERS 

Several Civil War veterans—all of whom fought for 
the North—resided at or near Pine Bluff: Moses A. 
Sandy (1841-1918); Newton B. Sandy (1843-1927) ; 
Rezin L. Stealey (1843-1874); Frank Randall (1841- 
1914) ; Lorenzo D. Martin (1847-1926) ; Quillen H. Shinn 
(1845-1907); Albert I. Shinn (1842-1901); “Little 
Billy” Martin (1833-1906); Davey Heldreth (1844- 
1932) ; Jake W. Bice (1846-1928) ; etc. 

In 1864 Moses A. Sandy married Sarah Martin 
(1841-1887), a daughter of Blackley and Jane (Nutter) 
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PINE BLUFF (i 
Martin and a great-granddaughter of the unfortunate 
John MelIntires who were killed in 1791 by the Indians.- 
They went to housekeeping in the old home built by his 
Uncle Elisha Shinn. After Sarah’s death he married 
Florence R. Hess (1858-1900:', and Mrs. Mae Sandy 
Tichenor is their daughter. Later, in 1902, Moses mar- 
ried his third and | HS ene Mary y Ann “Molly” Matthews, 
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daughter of Benjamin and Rachel (Ashcraft) Matthews, 
who lived in a pioneer cabin that was near the road 
which goes over the hill from Lumberport to Lambert’s 
Run. She was born in 1837 and died in 1921. One of her 
sisters was Louisa Matthews Heldreth, mother of Tom 
Heldreth. 

Fred L. Sandy (1866-1934) was Moses Sandy’s old- 
est child and will be remembered as the community’s 
miller, blacksmith, and storekeeper. He was also once 
the local postmaster. Shortly before the First World 
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War he acquired the Isaiah Shinn place (by then known 
as the Charlie Randall farm) and there resided until his 
death. Ellis, Howard, Maggie (Templeton), and Pearle 
(Anderson) are his children. 

Jesse Boone (1812-1859) and wife Sarah 11812- 
1872) were early settlers; the Boones of Monongah are 


their descendants. Asa Nay (1813-1847) deserves a 


place in the list of pioneers. He was a son of William 
and Sarah Nay and married Hester Martin, daughter 
of William C. and Sarah (Rogers) Martin. Asa lived 
on a rather extensive tract of land between Pine Bluff 
and Peoria which is yet called the Nay Place, although 
the original settler has been dead for well over a hundred 
years. His children that attained maturity were: Al- 
pheus “Alf,” marr. Mary E. Martin; Lewis, marr. Han- 
nah Bock; Maggie, wife of Elias Martin; Isabelle, wife of 
Nathan Wright; Debbie, first wife of Elisha Martin; 


‘and William Hamilton, father of the late Mrs. Frank 
~ Hess of Shinnston. 


Later residents include: Wesley and Hattie Shackel- 
ford; Tom and Vernie Heldreth; the Ben Lipscomb fam- 
ily; the Jim Haggertys; Lewis and Emm Jett; John and 
Ella Scott; the D. A. Jetts; Chester and Carrie Pigott; 
Pen and Bess Randall; Bruce and Phebe Jett; the J. B. 
Martins; Jake and Mae Rowe; Bill and Mabel Leonard; 


the Jim Heflins; the H. L. Cunninghams; and others. 


In the 1920’s there were numerous coal mines that 
flourished in and about Pine Bluff. Up and down Binga- 
mon Creek from Wyatt to Bingamon Junction there was 
a rash of little mines—twenty-seven or so in all. Some 
had colorful names such as Dixie and Clearwater. Prac- 
tically overnight the village mushroomed into a thriving 
mining town, attracting scores of families from other 
regions. Today, however, it is small and greatly reduced 
in economic importance, for the end of the boom left it 
weak and bereft of its once large population. 
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~ Uncle Hiram and Aunt Sarah Ann 


Many older folks can remember Uncle Hiram and 
Aunt Sarah Ann Fortney, early residents on that tribu- 


tary of Bingamon Creek which, for an obvious reason, 


has always been called Long Run. Uncle Hiram (1825- 
1914) was born in Preston County and was a son of 
Joshua and Mary Catherine (Orr) Fortney. Later his 
parents came to Harrison County and settled on the head 
of Pigott’s Run where they both died and are buried. 
Joshua (1790-1854) was a son of Peter and Theodosia 
Fortney, who also settled in the Shinnston area in the 
early 1800’s. Peter was a direct descendant of the 
Hugenot Fortneys that came to this country in 1727. 
Mary Catherine (Orr) Fortney was born in 1795 and 
died in 1875. She was a daughter of John Dale and Eliz- 
abeth (Johns) Orr and was born near Uniontown, Penna. 
In addition to Uncle Hiram, there were the following 
children in the Joshua Fortney family: Jacob, marr. 
Mary “Polly” Shreves; Julia, marr. John Duncan; Na- 


~ omi, marr. Dr. Caleb Flowers; John; Ruth, marr. Henry 


Metz; Seth; and George. 

In August of 1850 Hiram married Sarah Ann Metz, 
a daughter of William Franklin and Nancy Elizabeth 
(Randall) Metz. She was born in 1832 and died in 190. 
Her father was a member of the same family that 
founded the community of Metz in Marion County. He 
was born in 1793 and lived to be quite old, having died 
in 1883 at the home of his granddaughter, Louisa Lucas 
Harrison, in Enterprise. His wife was born in 1801 and 
died in the 1840’s, possibly in 1844. She was a daughter 
of Norman M. and Elizabeth (Martin) Randall of Hel- 
en’s Run, near Worthington, and a granddaughter of 
Colonel Charles Martin of Monongalia County, a famous 
soldier in the Revolution. Sarah Ann (Metz) Fortney 
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had five brothers—Jesse, Frank, Presley, Henry, Tapley 
—and five sisters—Mary Ann (Tichenor), Amelia Ann 
(Lucas), dulia Ann (Gould), Hannah Ann (Hardesty), 
Elizabeth Tennessee (Conaway). | 
Mary Ann Metz (1825-1893) was my great-preat- 
grandmother. In 1848 she married John Tichenor (1816- 
1892), son of Jonathan and Rebecca Tichenor of Mon- 
ongalia County. John and his oldest son, George, were 
both Union soldiers in the Civil War. There were nine 
children in this family: (1! George, marr. ‘Sis’ Ham- 
mer; (2) Amanda; (3) Caroline; 14) Nancy, marr. 
twice—first, John Hulderman—second, Frank Wiley; 
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ANN FORTNEY 


(5) Millie E., marr. L. D. Martin; (6) William, marr. 
twice—first, Ida Wiley—second, ‘‘Bird” Parrish; (7) 
Joseph, marr. Mary Gabbert; (8)! Tapley, marr. Ann 
Pitzer; and (9) Virginia, marr. Lome Hickman. 

Not far from the Fortney home was an old log church 


’ that had been built in pioneer days. It was here Uncle 


Hiram and Aunt Sarah Ann worshipped. It has been 
gone now for many years, but a short distance from its 
site stands the present Long Run Church. Mrs. Martha 
Flogercy Hardesty—a granddaughter of Uncle Hiram— 
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drew pictures of both the old and the,“new churches 
and had them reproduced in a family history which she 
and her sister, Grace Harbert, published in 1955. She 
thought. they would be of interest to some of the readers 
of my book and very graciously has permitted me to 
use them. 

Hiram and Sarah Ann had twelve children: (1) 
Catherine Jane, marr. Elmer Harbert; (2) Elbert, died 
young; i3) James, died young; 14) George Riley, marr. 
Cena Morrow; ‘5) Charles Louis, marr. Taca Belle 
Menear; (6) Florence, marr. Daniel Flogerey; (7) 
| Martha, marr. Charles W. Martin; i8) Leora, marr. Lee 
Griffin; (9) Frederick, marr. Susan Hanks; (10) Ed- 
_ ward, never married; (11) Hattie, marr. Claude Goff; 
a and (12) Lloyd, marr. twice—first, Martha Belle O’Dell 
: —second, Amanda Drummond. 

Uncle Hiram, like the majority of Western Virgin- 
ians, favored the Northern cause in the Civil War and 
served as a Union soldier in Co. L of the 3rd Virginia 
P Cavalry. He was honorably discharged on the 30th of 
i ~« June, 1868. | 

Both he and Sarah Ann are buried in the Fortney 
Cemetery on the Nutter Run road. 
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Virginia Hickman (standing) and Millie Martin, 
Ann Metz Tichenor. 
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